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 The Congregation Council 
 
 President    Karin Ernst 
 Vice President   Jim Koehn 
 Secretary    Mary Hall 
 Treasurer    Sally Skinner 
 Financial Secretary   Jim Nye 
 Education/Youth   Sarah Walker 
 Member Relations   Tonya Nye 
     Lori Pollard 
 Property    Steve Maio & Peter Ernst 
 Publicity    Jane Slepian 
 Social Service   Bonnie Magistrelli  
 Stewardship   Mike & Louise Wade 
 Worship Team   Vic Dal Pozzal   
     Pr. Dave Franks 
     Linda Koehn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clifton Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-community congregation of people, gathered by God and nurtured in worship by Word and Sacrament, in order 
that each of us has the opportunity to grow in faith amidst the chances and changes of this life, belong and be valued, and serve among the hopes and hurts of 
our world. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Sunday School 
9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary  - Con-
gregational meeting 
immediately follow-
ing service 
 
Troop 79 commit-
tee meeting 7-9pm 
Library 

2 3 
 
Troop 79 meeting  
7 pm KH 
 
 
Vesper Service and 
Lord’s Prayer Study 
7 pm 

4 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal  
7-9pm 
Music Room 

5 
AA 7-8pm  KH 
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal  
7 pm 

6 7 
 
 
 

8  
Sunday School 
9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary   - Ser-
vice of the Word  
(Pastor Franks 
away) 
 
     

9 
 

�

10 
 
Troop 79 meeting 
7 pm KH 
 
Holden Vesper Service 
and Lord’s Prayer Study 
7 pm 

11 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
 

12 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal  
7 pm 

13 14 
 

15   
Sunday School 
9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am—
Officers installed 
during service 
Sanctuary 
 
 
 

16 

�
 
 

17 
 
Troop 79 meeting  
7 pm KH 
 
 
Holden Vesper Service 
and Lord’s Prayer Study 
7 pm 

18 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
 
7:30 Caring Conver-
sations 

19 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal  
7 pm 

20 
Grace Like Rain 
6:30—10 pm 
KH 
 
Confirmation Class 
Retreat to Camp 
Calumet  weekend 

21 
 

22 
Sunday School 
9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
 

23 
 
Musical Pajama Club 
6:15—7:30 pm 
KH 
 
Pack 79 committee 
meeting   8—9 pm 
Library 
 
 
 

24 
 
Troop 79 meeting  
7 pm KH 
 
 
Holden vesper Service 
and Lord’s Prayer Study 
7 pm 

25 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
 
 
 

26 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
Bell Choir Rehearsal  
7 pm 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Sunday School 
9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 

30 31 
Troop 79 meeting  
7 pm KH 
 
 
Holden Vesper Service 
and Lord’s Prayer Study 
7 pm 

    

CLIFTON LUTHERAN CHURCH  -  March 2009 
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 2009 EVENTS 
 
 
 

MONTH/DATE EVENT NOTES 

   

April 9 Palm Sunday Brunch All congregation members to bring food item for 
Brunch.  Organized by Fellowship Committee and Karin 
Ernst 

   

May TBD Hymn Sing Pot Luck Opportunity for congregation to learn new hymns 

   

June 6 Yard Sale Karin to coordinate rain or shine event 

   

June 14 Confirmation  

   

July TBD Devereaux Beach BBQ 
after church 

Lori to present permit request to Town of Marblehead to 
request 7/12 as possible date 
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John Updike’s recent death brings into view once more his association with Clifton Lutheran. One striking memento of that is the 
poem he wrote as an entry into an arts contest sponsored by Clifton in 1960. The original of the poem, with a dedicatory inscription by 
Mr. Updike, is now in my office, waiting to be securely fastened to a wall for public view. Following the poem is a blog entry by Kath-
leen Kastilahn with some more interesting angles on the poem and the author. 
~Pastor Dave 
 

Seven Stanzas At Easter 
 

By John Updike 
 

Make no mistake: if He rose at all 
it was as His body; 

if the cells' dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 
reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 

the Church will fall. 
 

It was not as the flowers, 
each soft Spring recurrent; 

it was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled 
eyes of the eleven apostles; 

it was as His flesh: ours. 
 

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 
the same valved heart 

that--pierced--died, withered, paused, and then 
regathered out of enduring Might 

new strength to enclose. 
 

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 
analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the 
faded credulity of earlier ages: 
let us walk through the door. 

 
The stone is rolled back, not papier-mache, 

not a stone in a story, 
but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow 

grinding of time will eclipse for each of us 
the wide light of day. 

 
And if we will have an angel at the tomb, 

make it a real angel, 
weighty with Max Planck's quanta, vivid with hair, 

opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen 
spun on a definite loom. 

 
Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 

for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty, 
lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are 

embarrassed by the miracle, 
and crushed by remonstrance. 

 

From Pastor David Franks  
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The Lutheran Updike  
Knowing I’m always intrigued by John Updike’s work, my colleague Amber Leberman sent off a link to The New 
Yorker which offers a new story, “My Father’s Tears.” You might want to read it, too. I’m interested in Updike as 
writer, especially as a writer whose world view reflects his Lutheran roots. This piece includes a brief remem-
brance of “the Christian religion as I had met it in its Lutheran form—the whole implausible, colorful, comforting 
tapestry....” he learned as a boy growing up in Alton, Penn. You can check out the story to learn more about that. 
 
But it stirred my own memories of the poem the older, but still young, Updike wrote called “Seven Stanzas at 
Easter.” He was a recent Harvard graduate, worshiping at Clifton Lutheran Church in Marblehead, Mass. when he 
wrote it in 1960. I encountered it near the end of that decade, as a Northwestern undergraduate, when it was 
printed on the Sunday bulletin of University Lutheran Church. By then he had realized something decidedly less 
“comforting” in his faith, and in the first line of the concluding stanza warns other Christians about Christ’s death, 
“Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,..” 
 
And five years ago, when The Lutheran featured an article about the Resurrection based on the poem, I had the 
chance to talk with Norman D. Kretzmann, Updike’s pastor when the poem was written. By then long retired, he 
told me that over the years parishioners in various churches he served had grown to expect his quoting the poem 
in his Easter sermons. Fortunate for them. 
 
It bears reading and re-reading. 

             

 

THE MINISTERS PATCH 
342 Music Mountain Road 

Falls Village, Connecticut  06031-1712 
 

January 28, 2009 
 

Reverend David L Franks 
Clifton Lutheran Church 
150 Humphrey Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
 

Reverend Brother in Christ, 
 

 The enclosed is given in memory of the late John Updike. 
 

 Years ago I followed up with a visit after he had attended worship at Clifton Lutheran Church.  
In time that visit brought him and his bride-to-be, Martha to Clifton’s altar for a private marriage cere-
mony. 
 

 Not only did I have a follow-up call on the newly weds in their Beverly Farms home but Sylvia 
and I enjoyed having them as dinner guests in the parsonage. 
 

 In the years following John and Martha visited us here in “The Patch”.  On one such occasion 
they were over-night guests.  In the evening the four of us engaged in some interesting Pinochle.  As a 
matter of fact we still have the deck of cards John brought with him for the visit. 
 

 Perhaps you are aware of the fact that John was the son of a Lutheran mother.  The family 
lived in Pennsylvania. 
 
 Many blessings on your Ministry and the good folks at Clifton. 
 
   Lord love you all, 
    
   Cyril M. Wismar 
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Serving in Worship in March  

 March 1 
 
 

March  8 March 15 March 29 

Assisting 
 Minister 
 
 

Joanne Evans Linda Watzke 
 

Linda Koehn Susan An-
grisano 

Communion 
 Assistant 

Jim Rude Barbara 
Janavaris 

Bill Finch Mary Hall 

Ushers Brian French 
Jim Koehn 

Teresa Collins 
Daniel Collins 
 

Ken Anderson 
Steve Duly 

Chris Prouty 
Nathan Koplien 
Fox Prouty 

Altar Guild Sande Vesely Susan Angrisano Louise Wade 
 

Pat Duly 

Greeters Pat Finch Louise Wade Rude Family   
 

Acolyte Melinda Wilson Joe Walker 
 

Sam Walker Abigail Nye 
Alyssa Nye 
 

March 22 

Ali Janavaris 

Ruthi Wurth 

Robin Calahan 
Robin Rude 

Mary Hall 

French Family 

Melanie Wilson 

If you are unable to serve, please arrange for someone to take your place, and  
report the change to the church office by Wednesday morning.    

Items for April 2009 Clifton News are due on Monday March 16th   
Please submit them to Barbara Conlon.  Email address infoclc@verizon.net 

OFFICE INFORMATION 
Pastor Franks may be most easily reached in the church office Tuesday through  
Friday, 10 am to 3 pm (with some exceptions) and by use of the answering machine.  
Saturday and Monday are usually his days off.    
Please check the newsletter calendar for important dates.  If your committee schedules 
a meeting, please enter it on the church calendar in the office.  Since many meetings 
are scheduled on Sunday after church, please be aware of conflicts with other commit-
tees. 
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Highlights from the February 17th Council Meeting: 
 
 
Pastor Franks will be out of town on Sunday, March 8.  
On that day, we will be going to a lay-lead service, which 
means we will not have communion.  We will be using a 
special Service of the Word bulletin for this service.  We 
are very fortunate to have special leaders in the congre-
gation who are willing to step in and conduct this service 
for us, thus saving us the cost of hiring a substitute pas-
tor. 
 
Clifton is proud to be the Charter organization that spon-
sors the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.   This year’s Boy 
Scout troop will have three members become Eagle 
Scouts. 
 
Thrivent for Lutherans has notified us that due to the 
economy they  will be limiting the amount of matching 
funds. 
 
Hospice of the North Shore will be conducting a learning 
session at our church on March 18 at 7:30 pm.  This will 
be open to anyone interested in learning more on dealing 
with end-of-life issues. 
 
The Confirmation Class will be going on a retreat to 
Camp Calumet March 20—22. 
. 
We will be dedicating the new baptismal font given by 
Jean Patrick’s memorial fund, and the new brass altar 
vases given by the Jack Hamilton Memorial Fund on April 
12. 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 
March 1, please put this on your calendar.  Officers will 
be installed during the service on March 15. 
 
During Lent we have decided to limit the coffee to include 
only bread, coffee and juice.   
 
—- Mary Hall 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Flower Reminder 
 
Thank you to all who have sponsored flowers for the altar 
in memory or honor of a loved one. When you make your 
payment, please remember to write flowers in the memo 
section of your check.   You can put the check right in the 
collection plate or send it to the church.  The coast is $20 
for bouquets- Thank you. 
 
 
Confirmation Program  
 
Thank you to those who have agreed to be interviewed 
by the 2nd year students.  I look forward to reading your 
stories. 
 
For the month of March the confirmation students will 
take part in a life long Lutheran session with three guest 
speakers:  Jim Koehn on March 8th, Sandy Maio on 
March 15th and Mike Fields on March 29th.  During these 
sessions the speaker will share what it was like for them 
to grow up Lutheran.  And the students will have one or 
two questions they will ask each speaker. 
 
In May, the students will get together for some sessions 
with Chuck Pollard – more on that later.  
 
On another note:  The Sunday School Program will be 
having an open house the end on March, and I encour-
age parents to attend, for a time, class with their child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the President  -  Karin Ernst 
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Did You Know?????   
 
 
 
 
Camp Calumet also has weekend programs designed 
for … well everyone!  Check out some of the following 
offerings and don’t forget to log onto www.calumet.org 
and look at Calumet Year Round. 
 
The New England Synod provides information, support, 
lectures and even classes throughout New England.  
You can find this information on the Synod website un-
der Care Package.  Or use this link: http://
www.nesynod.org/resources/news/care_packet.php for 
a quick tour – check it out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Got Books?   Should we sign for another year?   
Let me know what you think. 
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Easter Lilies and Tulips 
 
 
 
 
There is a sign up sheet  on the church bulletin 
board for Easter Lilies and Tulips.   The cost is ap-
proximately $20 each.   If you are interested in 
purchasing one, please sign your name, to whom 
you would like to honor or remember ,and your 
choice of which flower you prefer.  The deadline 
for ordering these flowers is March 13, so please 
make your selection early. 
 
 
 
 
Surviving a Loss 
 
Losing a Loved One to Suicide—a free 6 week support 
group runs Mondays, March 2—April 6 at The Center 
for Grief & Healing, 78 Liberty Street, Danvers, MA—  
Loss of an Adult Sibling - a free 4 week support group 
runs Saturdays, March 14—April 4, Loss of an Adult 
Child—free 8 week support group runs Thursdays, 
March 26—May 14, and Women Who Have Lost Their 
Mothers — a free 8 week support group runs Wednes-
days April 15—June 3.  For registration and further in-
formation contact 978 774 5100 or grief@hns.org.   
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BIBLE BEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help to equip the next generation to 
be bold ambassadors for Jesus Christ by encouraging 
them to participate in the first annual national Bible 
Bee Competition happening this fall.  Local Bible Bee 
Contests will be conducted throughout the United States 
on Saturday, September 12, 2009. One hundred finalists 
from each of three age categories will then advance to 
the National Bible Bee, for a two-day, world-class com-
petition, which will be held on November 5-6, 2009 in 
Washington D.C., where they will have the opportunity 
to win up to $100,000 in prizes.   
 
One of the local contests being conducted on September 
12, 2009 will be held in Beverly.  Children ages 7-18 (as 
of Nov. 6, 2009) are eligible to participate.  To learn 
more visit  www.biblebee.org .  To inquire further, or to 
reserve a space for your children, contact the Local 
Planning Committee at nsbiblebee@gmail.com .   Sep-
tember 12th may be months away, but enrollment for this 
event ends on April 30th.  Space is limited so please 
make a point to reserve your space today!   
 
We are also looking for dedicated and passionate adults 
who would be willing to volunteer either in the planning 
of this event or on the day of the local contest.  If you 
are interested, please contact Janet McKay at 
janetmckay8@yahoo.com . 

 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer Study 
 
On Tuesdays during Lent, following a brief Vesper 
service, we will gather at 7 pm in the Rundle 
Room to reflect on and deepen our spiritual life 
through a study of the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
 
 
Deadline for Changes to the Sunday Bulletin 
 
In order to get the Sunday Bulletin out on time, the 
deadline to make changes for the upcoming Sun-
day will be each Wednesday at noon.  All changes 
that come in after that time will not show up until 
the next Sunday.  
 
 
 
 
Just a Reminder:               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am in the church of-
fice Tuesday—Friday 
between 9 am-noon.  Please feel free to call or 
email, or even stop by.  
 
My email address is infoclc@verizon.net and 
please, if you would, cc all emails to  my home 
address at  
conbarbara@gmail.com.  That way I’ll be sure to 
get them.   
 
—Barbara 
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Anniversaries: 
 
Pat and Bill Finch  —  March 19  
 
 

 
 
  

 Happy Birthday to these Clifton Members  

Katherine Prouty March 1 
Sande Vesely March  1 
Eva Cassidy March 2 
Robert Palermo March 7 
Jean Wood March  9 
Pam Dovidio March 12 
Madelyn Linnea Ernst March  15 
Peter Calahan March  17 
Patricia Duly March 17 
George Dearborn March 18 
Patricia Finch March 19 
Jerry Smith March 20 
Pastor David Franks March 25 

Tracey Anderson March  30 

Remember in your prayers those who are at home or i n a 
nursing home  

Marlys Russell 
10 Middle Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 

 
Ray Julien 
273 Locust Street 
Danvers, MA  01923 
 
Doris Slattery 
11 Taft St. 
Marblehead MA  01945 
 

Audrey Hufnagel 
8 Taft Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
  

Jean Wood 
3 Pioneer terrace #D 
Salem MA  01970 
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Remember in your prayers…  
Isabelle Burns Tonya Nye’s grandmother, stroke 

Anna Calitri Friend of Sande Vesely recovering from surgery 

Ed de Jesus Prostate Cancer 

Walter Dickerson Friend of the Wades—Medical problems 

Cullen Elliott Sarah Elliott’s nephew, diagnosed with lymphoma 

Josephine Gosselin Christine Gally’s grandmother in nursing home,     
health issues 

Audrey Hufnagel Recovering from surgery at  home 

Ray Julien member, MS and Parkinsons at home 

D. John Kazes Family friend of the Nye’s, battling cancer 

Virginia Lathrop Barbara Janavaris’ Aunt  -  leg strength due to 
weakness after a stroke 

Atin Malavia Friend of Amy Franks who is ill 

Karen Malloy Robert Palermo’s sister, lung cancer 

Susan Martins Friend of Teddy Haughton, going blind, handicapped 

Laudis Pena Edwin’s grandmother -  fighting breast cancer 

Maureen Perreault Robin Calahan’s friend having surgery 

Susan Rowley Jim Rude’s niece  -  fighting recurring cancer 

Marlys Russell Recovering from a stroke 

Doris Slattery Member – at home 

Tim Slattery, Jr Health problems 

Derek Stevens nephew of Ruthi’s friend, 34 – needs heart transplant 

Heidi Welti friend of Stefanie Julien, fighting breast cancer 

Cheryl Williams friend of Jean Wood, medical problems 

Jean Wood Member – at home 

    
Remember in your prayers…Serving in the military 

    
William Figueroa Chrissy Palermo’s nephew 

Russell Stewart   

Please help keep this list current. Contact Barbara  at infoclc@verizon.net  
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150 Humphrey Street, Marblehead MA  01945 
Church: 781-631-4379 

Pastor Dave  -  home: 781-631-0549 
cliftonlutheran.org 

Pastor’s email: dlfranks1@earthlink.net 
David L. Franks, Pastor  


