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 Member Relations   Tonya Nye 
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 Property    Steve Maio & Peter Ernst 
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 Worship Team   Vic Dal Pozzal   
     Pr. Dave Franks 
     Linda Koehn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clifton Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-community congregation of people, gathered by God and nurtured in worship by Word and Sacrament, in order 
that each of us has the opportunity to grow in faith amidst the chances and changes of this life, belong and be valued, and serve among the hopes and hurts of 
our world. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 1 2 3 
 
 
 

4  
Sunday School 9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary   
 
Troop 79 Committee 
meeting 7p-9pm 
Library 
     

5 
Pack 79 Committee 
Meeting 8pm—9pm 
Library 
 
Weblow Den 1 MR 
6:15—7:30�

6 
Bell  Rehearsal 
7pm 
Sanctuary 
 
Troop 79 Meeting 
7pm—8:30pm 
KH 

7 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
 

8 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
 

9 10 
Yankee Swap and 
Pot Luck  Supper 
5pm 
KH 
 

11   
Sunday School 9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
 

12 

�
 
 

13 
Bell Rehearsal 7pm 
Sanctuary 
 
Troop 79 Meeting 
7pm-8:30pm 
KH 
 

14 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 

15 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Sunday School 9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
 

19 
Pack 79 Meeting 
7pm-8pm 
KH 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Bell Rehearsal 7pm 
Sanctuary 
 
Troop 79 Meeting 
7pm-8:30pm 
KH 
 
 

21 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 

22 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Sunday School 9am 
Confirmation 9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 

26 
Musical  Pajama 
Club 6:15-7:30pm 
KH 
 

27 
Bell Rehearsal 7pm 
Sanctuary 
 
Troop 79 Meeting 
7pm-8:30pm 
KH 
 

28 
Confirmation 4pm 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 

29 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
Salem Mission 5pm 

30 31 
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THE BEST FOR LAST 

 
 The first of Jesus’ miracles in the wonderful Gospel of John occurs at a wedding feast in Cana. That is 
where, at the urging of his mother, Jesus rescues the host from the embarrassment of running out of festive 
beverage by changing water into wine – and not just any wine but the best wine.  John records that the steward 
of the feast, upon tasting the water become wine, said to the bridegroom, “"Every man serves the good wine 
first; and when men have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now." “You 
have” he said in essence “saved the best for last.” 
 
“The best for last.” That is the way Lynda and I feel when we consider our life and ministry here at Clifton Lu-
theran. Thirty-four years of ministry have taken us many different places, and have always brought us into the 
care of a loving Christian community. From Illinois to Florida to New Mexico to Okinawa to Germany we 
have always been blessed to find the love of God embodied in the faithful gathered around the Gospel and the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. But it seems to us, as we review our life here at Clifton Lu-
theran, that God has once again saved the best for last – that he has blessed us beyond our counting in bringing 
us, near the end of our formal ministry, into a remarkable company of the faithful here at CLC. Thank you is 
far too weak an expression to convey our gratitude for the love and support you have provided us and for the 
inspiration that your strong faith and commitment to the church has constantly provided to us. 
 
And the “best for last” is what God finally saves for each of us. Our lives at their longest seem too short and, 
almost before we know it, we face that formidable transition from this world of human time to the limitless 
stretch of eternity. During my years here at Clifton I have seen many cherished members of CLC make that 
transition. And at the heart of our faith is the conviction that as we leave this world joined in faith to Christ the 
best is yet to come.  So the great Apostle comforted the believers at Corinth with these words, “For we know 
that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eter-
nal in the heavens.”  God has made us for himself and our hearts can only be content when they are in his pres-
ence as St. Augustine said or as John Calvin put it, “The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him for-
ever.” 
 

Whatever life may hold for us in the short run this is our final destiny, to glorify God and enjoy him forever in 
the company of all the saints.  2008 was a momentous year of change and challenge. 2009 is a profound mys-
tery.  Yet we say goodbye to one year and welcome the new knowing that whatever may happen we are the 
Lord’s. We can never know what the future holds but because of Christ, we do know the loving heart of the 
One who holds the future and trust that he is saving the best for last. 

From Pastor David Franks  



Serving in Worship in January  

 January 4 
 
 

January 11 January 18 January 25 

Assisting 
 Minister 
 
 

Garry Watzke Linda Watzke 
 

John Gergely Susan Angrisano 

Communion 
 Assistant 

Pat Duly Jim Rude Barbara Janavaris Bill Finch 

Ushers David Wilson 
Edwin Baez 

Brian French 
Jim Koehn 

Teresa Collins 
Daniel Collins 

Ken Anderson 
Steve Duly 

Altar Guild Louise Wade Mary Hall Pat Duly 
 

Nora Gergely 

Greeters Maio Family Vesely Family Mary Hall Sally Skinner 

Acolyte Sam Walker Melanie Wilson 
 

Abigail Nye 
Alyssa Nye 

Nora Walker 
 

If you are unable to serve, please arrange for someone to take your place, and  
report the change to the church office by Wednesday morning.    

Items for February 2009 Clifton News are due on Monday January 12th   
Please submit them to Barbara Conlon.  Email address infoclc@verizon.net 

OFFICE INFORMATION 
Pastor Franks may be most easily reached in the church office Tuesday through  
Friday, 10 am to 3 pm (with some exceptions) and by use of the answering machine.  
Saturday and Monday are usually his days off.    
Please check the newsletter calendar for important dates.  If your committee schedules 
a meeting, please enter it on the church calendar in the office.  Since many meetings 
are scheduled on Sunday after church, please be aware of conflicts with other commit-
tees. 
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Presidents Letter 
 
My Christmas Present to all of you is to not have to read 
my letter.  Happy New Year to you and your families — 
stay safe and be well. 
 

October Financial Information  
 
2008 Average Monthly Pledge - $8398 
October Offering - $9419 
October Other Income - $8151 
Total October Income - $17570 
Total October Expenses - $14200 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know????? 
Camp Calumet also has 
weekend programs designed 
for … well everyone!  Check 
out some of the following  

offerings and don’t forget to log onto www.calumet.org 
and look at Calumet Year Round.  

 
  

 Winter Vacation Weeks  
Pack your bags and come to the foothills of the White 
Mountains in New Hampshire to enjoy the winter wonder-
land that is Calumet in the winter. Vacation weeks offer a 
wide variety of activity options: skiing, skating, craft pro-
jects, tubing, square dancing, adult dinners (while Calu-
met staff watch kids), bonfires on the beach, shopping, 
and more. Morning devotions, adult Bible study, kid's ac-
tivities, and worship will feed you spiritually while Chef 
Wade and the expert kitchen crew will fill your plates with 
delicious food. There is something for everyone here. 
Email or call for a program sheet.  

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 

Family Snow Adventures 
January 16—19, 2009 

Have three days of family fun in the spectacular 
White Mountains.  

 
Use Calument as your base of operations for family skiing 
at local ski areas.  Or you can choose to skate, cross-
country ski, snowshoe, or sled right at Calumet.  At the 
end of your fun-filled day, you can gather with other vaca-
tioning families for a campfire on the beach or an evening 
of games.  We will provide comfy accommodations, 
hearty meals (box lunches available), and a friendly at-
mosphere for your weekend away. 

Families: CC$605 RL & SH $560 HC $454 
Adults/students: CC $192/162; RL & SH $174/144 HC 

$144/114 

 
 

Winter Wonderland Getaway . 
February 16-20, 2009 

Past participants say … 
“ Calumet 's Winter Wonderland is fun for the whole fam-

ily.” 
“We laughed, sang, tubed down the toboggan run, ate 

great food, prayed together, 
played some fun games, and went on a great field trip. 

Plus, we loved the skiing!” 
families: CC $685; RL & SH $610; HC $475 

adults/students: CC $245/195; RL & SH $220/170 HC 
$150/125 

 
Calumet Geocaching Weekend 
January 30—February 1, 2009 

 
Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunting game played 
throughout the world by adventurers equipped with GPS 
devices. (Calumet has loaners).  The basic idea is to lo-
cate hidden containers outdoors, called geocaches, and 
then share your experience online.  Already a chacher? 
Join us as we hunt some of the terrific caches in the area.  
This exciting new sport is a great way to get out and en-
joy God’s Creation!  

$132/adult; $100/student 
 
 
 
Got Books?   Should we sign for another year?   
Let me know what you think. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To date this year, the Got Books Bin has raised close to 
$3995.00 for Clifton Lutheran Church.  That amount is 
equal to two mortgage payments.  What a wonderful thrill 
and I for one never expected this kind of result.  Thank 
you to all who participate by dropping your books in the 
bin.  For more information on the Got Books program, 
please visit www.gotbooks.com.   
 
 
On a related note:  There is a used book store in Danvers 
in the same plaza as Market Basket.  The books left over 
from the Got Books bins across the state, that don’t get 
sent to the troops or donated to various places, get sold 
at this book store.  I just visited and bought hardcover/soft 
cover books at a real cheap price.  Check it out.           

 
 
 
 

From the President  -  Karin Ernst 
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Jean Patrick’s Generosity 
Many of us have not had the good fortune to know Jeannie person-
ally.  She was a lifelong member of Clifton and was a very active 
participant in the church life.  She was one of those volunteers who 
had helped shape Clifton to be what it is today, and lived to be over 
100 years old. 
 
Clifton Lutheran Church was remembered in her estate and this 
year we received $100,000.  The money has been put into an ac-
count, but not invested, while the council gives prayerful thought 
on what she would want us to do with this generous donation.  We 
recently met with the Gift Planner for the ELCA to talk about dif-
ferent options to remember Jeanie with this gift and help Clifton 
prepare to receive other gifts in the future.  During our January 
council meeting to be held on the 20th, we will go over these op-
tions as well as others.  As always, the congregation is invited to 
participate in the council meetings.  
 
 
 
 
 
Flower Reminder 
   Thank you to all whom    
   have sponsored  
   flowers for the Altar in    
  memory or honor of a  
  loved one. There has been concern with the amount we 
have received by the congregation who has sponsored flow-
ers.  We have received about half of the amount budgeted 
for flowers.  So please, if you have not paid for your flowers 
— this would be a great time to do so.  When you make your 
payment, please remember to write flowers in the memo 
section of your check.   You can put the check right in the 
collection plate or send it to the church.  Thank you 

 
 
 
  
A  Few More Announcements: 
First—the new stoves are in.  We have been fortunate to be 
able to get by with the old stove for most of the year as the 
council tried to come up with a way to pay for the new 
stoves.  Well, we could not wait any longer because the 
wires in the stoves were breaking.  So we bit the bullet and 
purchased two new stoves from Tri-City Sales.  Steve 
worked with one of the owners and they were able to give us 
a decent price.  Thanks Steve. 
 
Second—As you may know, CLC sponsors Scout Pack 79, 
and during the week there are a number of scouts who use 
our facilities.  Because of this, both Troop 79 and Pack 79 
have donated funds to CLC to help pay for the stoves.  This 
generous donation is enough to pay for one of the 
stoves—A Huge Thank You to the Scouts. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations: 
Congratulations to Marlys Russell on the safe arrival of her 
grandchild, Cadence Russell Chapman on October 17th.   
Cadence is the daughter of Jenn and Kevin Chapman. 
 
Bettie Hamilton and family wish to sincerely thank all our church 
friends for helping with Jack's Memorial Service. A very 
stormy  day yet  church members printed the program,shoveled 
snow, set up tables and cleaned up, ushered, gave the readings and 
eulogy, served on altar,  provided beautiful organ music and so-
los,  making it a completely all-church service and reception. The 
Bugler came from Veteran's Bugles Across America Organiza-
tion.  All of this was greatly appreciated, and the service could not 
have been any more sincere or lovely. Also many thanks for gifts 
given in Jack's memory.  
 
Salem Mission 
 
Clifton Lutheran Church is hosting dinner at Salem Missions 
on January 29th starting at 5pm.  Serving dinner is a long 
time tradition of Clifton Lutheran Church and anyone can 
help.  During past dinners while the adults cooked the hot 
food the kids separate plates, wash fruit and set up dessert.  It 
is truly a family experience so please help if you can.  The 
location is Seeds of Hope Campus on 56 Margin Street in 
Salem Mass.  Hope to see you there!! 
 
Surviving a Loss 
A free 8-week support group 
Thursdays January 22—March 12  2:30—3:30 pm 
At The Center for Grief & Healing, 78 Liberty Street,  
Danvers, MA—  Free and open to the public.  Pre-
registration is required contact 978 774 5100 or 
grief@hns.org 
 
 
Just a Reminder: 
I am in the church office Tuesday—Friday between 9 am-
noon.  Please feel free to call or email, or even stop by.  
 
My email address is infoclc@verizon.net and please, if you 
would, cc all emails to  my home address at  
conbarbara@gmail.com.  That way I’ll be sure to get them.   
 
I am very excited to be working here with you. I absolutely 
love my job and the people here that I am working with.  As 
time goes by, I’m looking forward to meeting all of you. I 
will be attending a service one Sunday in January and hope 
to meet many of you then.   —Barbara  
 



 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Musical Pajama Clubs are back!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bring your child, or children  

(with jammies & slippers if they  
are comfortable), 

to Dara’s Musical Pajama Club!   
Together you will enjoy some classic and familiar songs, easy

-to-learn songs,  
finger plays,  rhythmic activities, creative        movement, and 
instrument playing.  Lots of clapping, marching, singing, crea-

tive expression and FUN! 
 

This program is designed for the      2½ - 5 year old  
(but younger and older siblings are welcome!)  
 Please e-mail (dara@musicwithdara.com) or  
call Dara (781-631-8336) to reserve a spot. 

 
There must be a minimum of 10 children for this     program 
to be held (maximum of 30 children).   
  
Clifton Lutheran Church,  
150 Humphrey Street, Marblehead 
6:30 - 7:10 p.m. 
$8 per child 
  
Dates for 2009 months are as follows: 
  
Monday, January 26th 
Monday, February 23rd 
Monday, March 23rd 
  
There will be more dates soon! 
  
Dara VanRemoortel  
 

 
 
 

12th Night  
Pot Luck Dinner &  

Yankee Swap  
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This an evening of good food 
and loads of fun for everyone. 

Please bring a dish for the Pot Luck 
Dinner,  either a main dish,       cas-
serole, vegetable, appetizer  or de-
sert for all to share. 

Also please bring one wrapped gift; 
if you do not have something used, 
please do not spend more than 
$5.00.  

The sign up sheet is on the bulletin 
board, at the side entrance of 
church. 

 



 Happy Birthday to these Clifton Members  

             Anniversaries 
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January 

 
Doris Slattery 
11 Taft St. 
Marblehead MA  01945 
  
Jean Wood 
 3 Pioneer terrace #D 
 Salem MA  01970 

Remember in your prayers those who 
are at home or in a nursing home  

Remember in you prayers…  

Isabelle Burns Tonya Nye’s grandmother, stroke 

Cullen Elliott Sarah Elliott’s nephew, diagnosed with lymphoma 

Josephine 
Gosselin 

Christine Gally’s grandmother in nursing home,     
health issues 

Robert Hamson Sarah Elliott’s Uncle – fighting brain cancer 

Ray Julien member, MS and Parkinsons at home 

D. John Kazes Family friend of the Nye’s, battling cancer 

Jim Lally husband of Sande Vesely’s friend losing sight due to 
genetic disorder 

Virginia Lathrop Barbara Janavaris’ Aunt  -  leg strength due to 
weakness after a stroke 

Peggy Haughton 
Macleod 

Teddy Haughton’s daughter, severe pain 

Karen Malloy Robert Palermo’s sister, lung cancer 

Susan Martins Friend of Teddy Haughton, going blind, handicapped 

Mary Nichols Sarah Walker’s mother, relief of pain 

Doris Slattery Member – at home 

Laudis Pena Edwin’s grandmother -  fighting breast cancer 

Maureen Per-
reault 

Robin Calahan’s friend having surgery 

Susan Rowley Jim Rude’s niece  -  fighting recurring cancer 

Tony Simon Sandy Maio’s uncle, recuperating from a severe infection 

Derek Stevens nephew of Ruthi’s friend, 34 – needs heart transplant 

Heidi Welti friend of Stefanie Julien, fighting breast cancer 

Cheryl Williams friend of Jean Wood, medical problems 

Jean Wood Member – at home 

Pam Zamore niece of Dave & Lynda Franks, medical problems 

    

Remember in your prayers…Serving in the military 

    

William Figueroa Chrissy Palermo’s nephew 

Ted Korontjis friend of Robert Palermo 

Russell Stewart   

Shane Vesely  Sande & Stan Vesely’s son serving in Afghanistan 

Lynda Franks January  7 
Linda Koehn January 8 
Edwin Baez January 9 
Keith Gally January 11 
Tim Slattery January 12 
Jake Pickell January 13 
Jordan Coan January 14 
Dan Genis January 16 
Theresa Byors January 16 
Teresa Collins January 17 
Siri Anderson January 18 
Kristen Mitchener January    20 

Emma Pelkey January 27 

Stefanie Julien January 2 
David Wurth January  4 

John Slattery January 20 
Mark Himes January 27 

Charles & Lori Pollard January 19 
Peter & Robin Calahan January 26 
Garry & Linda Watzke January 28 


