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What’s NOT Wrong? 
   
 The Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh writes that we invite sorrow, suffering and depression into our hearts when we 
constantly focus on what is wrong – with ourselves, our companions, our church, our community, our world. But we stay connected to 
joy and grace when we shift our focus to what is NOT wrong, and live in gratitude – for breath, sunshine, work, love and each day that 
comes to us as a gift from God. This way of living is not a denial of the problems that surround us; it is the recognition that the love and 
power of God is bigger than the problems. An infrequently used synonym for gratitude is “refreshed.” When we cannot see daily gifts, 
we become weary and cynical. When we open our eyes to them, God renews our spirits. 
   
 Throughout the Bible, we are reminded of God’s gifts and told to live daily in thankfulness for them. This “attitude of 
gratitude” is not only the healthiest way to live, it is also the way that allows God to shape us to make a difference in a world that is 
filled with things that ARE wrong. 
   
 In his letter to the Colossians, St. Paul writes: “… let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God.” 
(Colossians 3:15-16, NRSV) 
   
 Paul bases his advice for “the good life” on two things: a personal relationship of indwelling with Christ and a connection with 
the faith community. We need both to find the spiritual balance that will provide the peace and wisdom that enables us to be true 
witnesses to the gospel. It is this intermingling of individual gifts with community that guides us into the joy found in lives of faith and 
service. 
   
 As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are blessed with a strong awareness of God’s grace, regular 
nourishment of Word and Sacrament, and a deeply engrained impulse to work on all that IS wrong in the world. God’s Work. Our 
Hands. Lutherans have the DNA for helping others and we have a denominational network that gets the job done in a remarkably 
effective way in our own country and throughout the world. Lutherans also have the DNA for frugality, and so the money that is 
channeled through our church for good works is used more productively than any other charitable group. (Well, we are always in the top 
three.) 
   
 When you send mission support beyond your congregation, here are some of the ways that you fix the things that are wrong in 
the world: refugees are cared for in camps, immigrants are supported in new lives, Lutheran brothers and sisters in the Holy Land are 
accompanied in their oppression, disaster relief is given around the world, children are fed, wells are dug, fish farms are created, micro 
grants are provided, medical supplies arrive in hospitals, people with disabilities are welcomed and injustice is confronted. Recently, the 
United Nations and the Bill Gates Foundation requested the partnership of our church to help with the problem of HIV/AIDS and 
malaria in Africa. So, we now have a new initiative and a new partnership that will work to relieve the stigma and suffering of those 
diseases. 
   
 When you are challenged to send 10 percent or more of the gifts given to your congregation to ministry beyond your local 
setting, you are not sending money to “the synod.” You are supporting a world-wide network that sees all the things that are wrong in 
the world, and in the power of God and with your support, fixes them. Thank you for your partnership. 
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Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for June 14th 

Contributing Editor:  Mary Hall 

The Praise Team will be sharing their music 
with us on Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday 

Please mark your calendars, there will be a 
congregational meeting on May 17th, we have 
received a price to have the outside trim painted, 
since this is over $5,000 we need the 
congregations approval 

We will be scheduling a work party, projects 
scheduled are: putting up a new fence around 
the parking lot, general clean up outside and 
inside the church, please watch for the date and 
try to plan on giving a few hours 

There is a sign up sheet for volunteers to cut the 
grass, Teresa has donated a lawn mower 

The Fellowship committee is establishing a 
calendar of events, if you have any suggestions 
please talk with Tanya or Lori 

The new sign has been ordered, we are going 
through the process of getting the approval from 
the town of Marblehead since the regulations 
were changed, we do not anticipate any 
problems getting the approval 

A full set of minutes from each Council meeting 
is available in the Nartex, everyone is welcome 
to attend the monthly meetings. 

 

From the President 
Jim Koehn 

 
 

Just High Off Holy Week 
 
I certainly hope everyone had a blessed Easter.  
Linda and I were blessed with an Easter celebration 
that included the gift of a brand new granddaughter.  
Holy Week was especially meaningful to me this 
year as I remembered one of God’s greatest gifts to 
me, the sacrifice of His only Son.  I’ve always 

enjoyed Lenten services; soup suppers; gathering 
around the altar, and being a part of a beautiful 
vesper service.  We had a wonderful opportunity to 
study and discuss the Lord’s Prayer as part of this 
year’s Lenten Journey.  We celebrated Maundy 
Thursday by observing the Last Supper and were 
reminded how Jesus humbled himself on that night 
by washing his disciple’s feet.  Good Friday was, of 
course, a most somber celebration where we 
remember Christ’s ultimate sacrifice for our sins.  
With an empty cross, veiled with dark cloth behind 
it, the altar is stripped bare before us and we leave 
in silence.  Finally on Easter morning, we entered a 
beautiful sanctuary, adorned with colorful flowers 
and an empty cross which now is veiled with a 
white cloth.  The cross was empty but the church 
was full!  It was a real blessing to celebrate the risen 
Christ on Easter morning with family and our 
friends at CLC.  What more could you ask for; the 
sound of beautiful bells; the talented voices of our 
choir; the sacrament of holy baptism; the wisdom of 
a wonderful spiritual leader who reminds us that 
our faith is a gift from God.  I am constantly 
reminded how blessed I am by the wonderful and 
supportive family that surrounds me and by the 
extraordinary Faith Community that Linda and I 
have found in CLC.  God is good, all the time. 
 
God Bless You All, 
Jim  
 
 

A Wonderful Opportunity Awaits You 
�
The Church Council cordially invites applications 
for this year's New England Synod Assembly, June 
4,5,6 at the DCU Center in beautiful Worchester, 
MA.  This is a wonderful opportunity to represent 
Clifton Lutheran Church at our annual Synod 
Assembly.  Learn about our Synod, experience 
some great inspirational speakers, wonderful 
workshops and fellowship. There is nothing like 
worshiping with 500 fellow Lutherans in a 
magnificent old church in the closing session of the 
Assembly.  Please check your calendars and search 
your hearts.  We are looking for two members to 
participate.  Please contact Pastor Dave or Jim 
Koehn  ASAP if you are interested. 
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From the Property Chair  
Teresa Collins 

 

As I venture forth in my new role as Property Chair, 
I want to let everyone know how excited I am to be 
in this position. For my first attempt at a newsletter 
article, I looked back at the May '08 edition and 
found that some of the items on the “to do” list still 
exist. Hopefully, we've tied up one of them. The 
Zoning hearing for the new sign out front was on 
the 28th and since I'm writing this in advance, I'll 
take a leap of faith and say that we did get approval 
for its installation. I also saw an article from '08 
about a spring clean up. I love yard work, so I 
tackled that task and have the yard tidied up for the 
season. I've donated a lawnmower and would love 
to have some volunteers sign up for mowing on the 
list that's been posted near the entry door. I've also 
done some minor repairs of railings and tables. The 
new table legs were installed which made all the 
tables functional for the Palm Sunday brunch. Some 
of the “big ticket” items on the to-do list are exterior 
painting, new windows for K hall, dehumidifiers 
and sanctuary flooring just for starters. I hope to one 
by one tackle these tasks while operating within the 
budget. With 30+ years of experience in real estate 
management, I hope to use my skill set to better our 
church properties. I encourage you to contact me 
via e-mail to share your property “wishes” with me 
and I can add them to the to do list. Together, we 
can complete Gods work with our hands! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
From the Treasurer 

Sally Skinner 
 

SHOW ME THE MONEY! 

 Do you ever wonder what happens to the money 
that you give to Clifton?  Would you like to get 
involved in the church?  Would you like to help 
with a very important part of our financial 
oversight?  How would you like to help audit the 
general account? 

 Many years ago, Clifton had audits every year. 
They were not particularly professional, but they 
assured that whatever the Treasurer or Financial 
Secretary did, someone would see.  With the 
permission of Council, we are trying to revive these 
audits. 
 
What this involves is spening a couple of hours 
after church going through the financial records and 
asking Karin or me about anything that looks 
sketchy.  We might very well bring in some lunch! 
 
Please call me at 978 741-3599 or talk to Karin or 
me at church. 

 
From the Education Chair 

Barbara Janavaris 
 
 We are excited about Confirmation Sunday coming 
up on June 14th!!!  The last Sunday of Sunday 
School will be May 31st, however, 2nd 
year Confirmation students need to attend an 
additional Confirmation class on June 7th.  There 
will not be Sunday School or Confirmation class 
held on Sunday of Memorial Day weekend. Also, 
all future Praise Service Sundays will also be 
"Invite a friend to church Sunday" for our 
youth. (Adults are also welcome to "Invite a friend 
to church" on Praise Sundays as well !!!)  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
           

May Birthdays   
 
 
 

Maio, Christopher May 3 
Dovidio, Nick May 4 
Anderson, Kenneth May 10 
Coan, Geof May 11 
Gergely, John May 15 
Haughton, Teddy May 24 
Hamilton, Bettie May 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Anniversaries 
 
Steve & Sandy Maio May 5 
Pr. & Mrs. Norm Kretzmann May 7 

 
 
Lawn Mowing 
 
It’s that time of year again, and a volunteer sign-up 
sheet to mow the  church lawn has been posted on 
the bulletin board at the side door.  If you have 
questions or would like to sign up, please contact 
Teresa Collins at tcollinsinmarblehead@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn Sing & Pot Luck 
Supper – May 16th 5pm 
 
Come to Clifton Lutheran Church for a Hymn Sing 
and Potluck.  Fellowship is such a big part of this 
church. So this provides an opportunity to sit with 
your friends, eat some food and sing some of the 
oldies but goodies from the Lutheran Book of 
Worship.  If you need a ride … please contact Karin 
Ernst. 

 
 
 
 
Musical Pajama Club 
 
The Musical Pajama Club for this month will be 
held on Monday, May 18 at 6:15 – 7:30 pm 
 

 
 
 
The Last Day of Sunday School 
& Confirmation Class 
 
The last day of Sunday School and Confirmation 
class for this year will be on Sunday, May 31.   See 
you in the Fall….  
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Dedication of New Altar Flower Urns 
and New Baptismal Font 
 
On Easter Sunday members of the congregation 
joined to dedicate two new urns for altar flowers 
and a new baptismal font, which were dedicated in 
name to the glory of God and in memory of 
cherished members who now rest with the Lord. 
The urns are in memory of Jack Hamilton, the font 
in memory of Jeanie Patrick. 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt Success 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their help in 
preparing for our Easter Egg Hunt this year – it was 
great success.  Truly a group effort!! ~  Karin 
 
 

Doing Some Spring Cleaning – 
Don’t forget the Clifton Yard Sale – 
June 6th 7:00 – 12:30. 
 
It is that time of year again.  Please clean out your 
basements, attics, living rooms and the kid’s closets 
– we are having a yard sale.  Save the date of June 
6th. We will start at 7:00am organizing the items 
and setting up tables and from 8:00 to 12:30pm we 
will be selling.  I am looking for volunteers to help 
sell and for items that can be sold.  As much as we 
would like to hold items over night at the church – 
it is impossible.  So please drop off your items 
(already prices) at 7am the morning of June 6th. 
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most easily reached in the church office Tuesday 
through Friday, 10am to 3pm (with some 
exceptions) and by use of the answering machine.  
Saturday and Monday are usually his days off. 
Pastor may be reach by email at 
dlfranks1@earthlink.net  or by phoning the office 
781 631 4379 during his office hours. 
 

Please check the newsletter calendar for important 
dates.  If your committee schedules a meeting, 
please enter it on the church calendar in the office.  
Since many meetings are schedules on Sunday after 
church, please be aware of conflicts with other 
committees. 
 
Church secretary office hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 9am to noon, and 
Thursdays 10am to 1pm.  You can easily reach her 
by email at infoclc@verizon.net or by phoning the 
office 781 631 4379. 
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Thank you to all who have sponsored flowers for 
the altar in memory or honor of a loved one.  When 
you make your payment, please remember to write 
flowers in the memo section of your check and 
deposit it in the wooden box at the rear of the 
Narthex.  Please do not put payment in the 
collection plate.  The cost is $20 per bouquet. ~ 
Thank you �  
 
 
 

Summer Camps 
 
 
Have you signed your child up for summer camp 
yet??? No?? What are you waiting for???  Camp 
Calumet is a Lutheran Camp located on the shores 
of Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire.  If your child 
has completed Second Grade by this summer, then 
he/she is the perfect age to attend a one or two week 
session.  For a complete application, log onto 
www.calumet.org and click on 2009 Summer Camp 
Brochure. 
 
Staying local, Camp Seaview summer program at 
Clifton Lutheran Church provides an opportunity 
for kids to have fun focusing on language and arts.  
To request an application, log onto 
www.seaviewarts.com. 
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Project Bread Walk for Hunger 

Save the date!  Sunday May 3, 2009  Project Bread 
Walk for Hunger.  Interested in signing up or 
sponsoring a walker please contact 
Kevin_Verni@projectbread.org or call 617 239 
2592. 

 

 

 
 
 
With spring cleaning just around the corner, this is a 
perfect time to get rid of your books, DVD’s, CD’s 
and video’s.  Clifton Lutheran Church has a Got 
Books bin located conveniently in our parking lot.  
It is real simple to drive your car in, drop off your 
books and drive on out.   Plus Got Books recycles 
all the books and either donates them or sells them 
at a discounted price at their used book store in 
Danvers at the Market Basket Plaza. 
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In order to get the Sunday bulletin out on time, the 
deadline to make changes for the upcoming Sunday 
will be each Wednesday at noon.  All changes that 
come in after that time will not show up until the 
following Sunday.  
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The deadline for items to be published in the June 
Newsletter is May 18.  All items received after that 
date will not publish until the following month.  
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Postal rates are going up again this month.  In this 
challenging economy we, like everyone else, are 
trying to curb expenses and keep our operating costs 
down.   One way we can do that is by emailing this 

monthly newsletter to you.  If you would like to 
help us save, please email me your current email 
address.  You can reach me at infoclc@verizon.net.  
Thanks in advance for helping us out with this cost 
cutting savings. ~ Barbara    
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I am in the church office Tuesday—Friday between 
9 am-noon.  Please feel free to call or email, or even 
stop by.  
  
My email address is infoclc@verizon.net and 
please, if you would, cc all emails to  my home 
address at conbarbara@gmail.com.  That way I’ll be 
sure to get them.  ~Barbara 
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Women Who Have Lost Their Mothers — a free 8 
week support group runs Wednesdays April 15—
June 3.  For registration and further information 
contact 978 774 5100 or grief@hns.org. 
               
 
Oil Burner Spring Cleaning ���
 
Pete Calahan is a NORA certified and 
Massachusetts licensed oil burner technician.  A 
clean oil burner is more efficient and will save you 
on fuel cost and maintenance.  If you are looking to 
have your oil burner cleaned and tuned up, at a 
bargain price, contact Pete at 781 254-3388 or 
petcal60@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

CLIFTON LUTHERAN CHURCH  -  May 2009 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     
  
 

  
  
 

1 
 

2 
Chad Hollister 
concert at 
Clifton Lutheran 

3 
Sunday 
School/Confirmation 
9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
Troop 79 
Committee Meeting 
7pm  Library  

4 5 
Troop 79 
Meeting 7pm 
KH 
  
  
 

6 
Confirmation 
4pm 
  
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
  
 

7 
 
AA 7-8pm KH 
  
Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:30pm  
 

8 
 
 

9 
Grace Like Rain 
70’s music 
Open Mic Night 
7pm 
 
 

10 
Mother’s  Day 
 
Sunday 
School/Confirmation  
9am 
Classrooms 
  
Worship 10am— 
Sanctuary 
 

11 
 
 

12 
  
Troop 79 
meeting  
7 pm KH 
  
 

13 
 
Confirmation 
4pm 
  
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
  
 

14 
 
AA 7-8pm KH 
  
Bell Choir 
Rehearsal   
6:30 pm 
  
 

15 16 
 
Hymn Sing 
5pm  

17  
Sunday 
School/Confirmation 
9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
Congregational mtg 
immediately following 
service 
 

18 
Musical 
Pajama Club 
6:15-7:30pm  
KH 

19 
 
Troop 79 
Meeting 7pm 
KH 

20 
 
Confirmation 
4pm 
 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7-9pm 
Music Room 
  
 

21 
 
AA 7-8pm KH 
  
Bell Choir 
Rehearsal  
 6:30 pm 
  
 

22 23 

24    
Memorial Day 
 
No Sunday School / 
Confirmation 
  
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
 

25 26 
 
Troop 79 
meeting  
7 pm KH 
  
 

27 
 
Confirmation 
4pm 
 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7pm 
Music Room  

28 
 
AA 7-8pm KH 
 
Bell Choir 
Rehearsal  
6:30pm 
 
 

29 30 

31 
Last Day of Sunday 
School/Confirmation 
9am 
Classrooms 
 
Worship 10am 
Sanctuary 
 
Council Mtg 11:30 
Library  
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 2009 EVENTS 

  

MONTH/DATE EVENT NOTES 

May 16  
5pm 

Hymn Sing Pot Luck Opportunity for congregation to learn 
new hymns 

June 6  
7am - noon 

Yard Sale Karin to coordinate – rain or shine 
event 

June 14 Confirmation  

July TBD Devereux Beach BBQ 
after church 

Lori to present permit request to 
Town of Marblehead to request 7/12 
as possible date. 

 

Marlys Russell 
10 Middle Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
 
Ray Julilen 
273 Locust Street 
Danvers, MA 01923 
 
Doris Slattery 
11 Taft  Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
 
Audrey Hufnagel 
8 Taft Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 
 

Remembering in your prayers those at home or in nur sing homes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed de Jesus 
 

Prostate Cancer – Friend of Amy Franks & Jaypee Sevilla 
 

 

Walter Dickerson 
 

Friend of the Wades – Medical Problems 
 

 

Steven Felix 
 

Friend of Barbara Janavaris undergoing heart surgery 
 

 

Josephine Gosselin 
 

Christine Gally’s grandmother in nursing home/health issues 
 

 

Audrey Hufnagel 
 

Member at home 
 

 

Ray Julien 
 

Member – MS and Parkinson’s – at home 
 

 

John Kazes 
 

Family friend of the Nye’s battling cancer 
 

 

Lee Koehn 
 

Jim Koehn’s mother struggling with heart problems 
 

 

Virginia Lathrop 
Barbara Janavaris’ aunt suffering from issues with leg strength 
due to weakness after a stroke 
 

Joan Little Friend of Teddy Haughton who is recovering from throat 
surgery 

 

Atin Malaviya 
 

Friend of Amy Franks & Jaypee Sevilla  who is ill 
 

 

Karen Malloy 
 

Robert Palermo’s sister suffering from lung cancer 
 

 

Susan Martins 
 

Friend of Teddy Haughton / handicapped who is going blind 
 

 

Frances McCool 
 

Aunt of Barbara Janavaris who is suffering from breast cancer 
 

 

Robert Paulmann 
Sande Vesely’s cousin who is battling Sarcoma – a rare form 
of cancer 
 

 

Laudis Pena 
 

Edwin’s grandmother who is fighting breast cancer 
 

 

Maureen Perreault 
 

Robin Calahan’s friend continuing treatment after surgery 
 

 
Marlys Russell 

 

Recovering from a stroke 
 

 

Doris Slattery 
 

Member who is a home 
 

 

Heidi Welti 
 

Friend of Stefanie Julien who is fighting breast cancer 
 

 

Cheryl Williams 
 

Friend of Jean Wood who has medical problems 
 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYERS 



       
Clifton Lutheran Church                
150 Humphrey Street 
Marblehead, MA 019 45 
 
 
 
 
                                                    
              

        
     May 2009  

 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Congregation Council 
 
President       Jim Koehn 
Vice President       Steve Maio 
Secretary       Mary Hall 
Treasurer       Sally Skinner 
Financial Secretary     Karin Ernst 
Education/Youth        Barbara Janavaris 
Member Relations      Tonya Nye 
                                    Lori Pollard 
Property                      Teresa Collins 
Publicity        Vacant  
Social Service        Bonnie Magistrelli 
Stewardship        Mike & Louise Wade 
Worship Team        Vic Dal Pozzal 
         Pr. Dave Franks 
         Linda Koehn 
          

Clifton Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-community congregation of people, gathered by God and nurtured in worship by Word and 
Sacrament, in order that each of us has the opportunity to grow in faith amidst the chances and changes of this life, belong and be valued, and 
serve among the hopes and hurts of our world 

May  Worship Ministers  

 May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31 
Assisting 
Minister 
 

 
Garry Watzke 

 
Linda Watzke 

 
SusanAngrisano 

 
Ali Janavaris 

 
TBD 

Communion 
Assistant 
 

 
Bill Finch 

 
Vacant 

 
Mary Hall 

 
Carol Lloyd 

 
Pat Duly 

 
Ushers 

 
Ken Anderson 
Steve Duly 

 
Robin Calahan 
Robin Rude 

Chris Prouty 
NathanKoplien 
Fox Prouty 

 
Bill Finch 
Dan Genis 

 
David Wilson 
Edwin Baez 

 
Altar Guild 
 
 

 
Karen Pickell 

 
Sande Vesely 

 
SusanAngrisano 

 
Louise Wade 

 
Mary Hall 

 
Greeters 

Matt Dovidio 
Nick Dovidio 

 
Maio Family 

 
Vesely Family 

 
Mary Hall 

 
Sally Skinner 

 
Acolyte 

Fox Prouty 
Drew Gally 

 
MelindaWilson 

 
Joe Walker 

 
Sam Walker 

 
Melanie Wilson 


