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From Pastor David Franks :   Following the celebration of Pentecost on May 23 we 

begin the long Time after Pentecost portion of the church year, a time in which we honor 

the work of the third person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit. How is the Holy Spirit 

viewed in the Lutheran tradition? Following is the second of two articles, gleaned from 

ELCA resources, which can help answer that question. 

Clifton Lutheran News 
July/August 2010 

The Holy Spirit as the Giver of Life  

has a central place in Christian revelation. ELCA 

Lutherans confess in the words of the Nicene Creed 

(A.D. 325) that: 

...We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets... 

 

     In the Latin-speaking (Western) Church, the phrase 

and the Son (in Latin filioque) was first added to the 

Nicene Creed at the Synod of Toledo in Spain in 447. 

The formula was used in a letter from Pope Leo I to the 

members of that synod, responding to heresies they were 

confronting. (Primarily, it was added to the Creed in 

order to oppose the Arian heresy, which taught that the 

Son was a creature and not God.) At the third synod of 

Toledo in 589, the ruling Visigoths, who had been Arian 

Christians, submitted to the Catholic Church. They were 

obliged to accept the Nicene Creed with the filioque.**  

     It is the essence of the Gospel that the new life in 

Christ from beginning to end is solely the work of the 

Spirit. The Spiritôs essential work of bestowing Godôs 

grace of forgiveness is pure gift, renewing us so that 

Christ may dwell in us. For Christians, the Spirit makes 

the living and life-changing Christ a personally 

experienced reality. In John 14:16 we are told by Jesus 

that the Spirit is our Advocate, Godôs "face" which is 

given to dwell with us forever. John goes on to say, 

"You know him, because he abides with you, and he 
will be in you" (John 14:17). Thus the Spirit, whose 

intrinsic nature of vital ongoing divine activity is 

recognized within the early church, comes to humankind 

from both Father and Son.  
 

In Church and World  ELCA Lutherans 

concur with Martin Luther that "the Holy Spirit is 

among humans in a twofold way": 

"'First through a universal activity, by which [the Holy 

Spirit] preserves them as well as Godôs other creatures. 

...' (Thus, the Spiritôs activity is not limited to the 

sphere of faith and the church, but that all activity in 

which God engages with reference to the world and 

humankind is mediated through the Spirit.) 

     "Secondly, the Holy Spirit 'is gift from Christ' to 

believers. One can establish the principle that, for 

Luther, a relationship with God is possible only 

through the Spirit -- understood in the strict sense as a 

person of the Trinity. He believed that there is not a 

single theological doctrine in which the activity of the 

Spirit is not fundamental. The activities of the Spirit 

are personal in nature: speaking, bearing witness, and 

uniting believers with one another in one body. Apart 

from the Spirit there is no activity of God in the world 

or in human life, no living Word, no grace of Baptism, 

no real presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, no 

conversion or regeneration, no faith or fellowship in 

Christ.ò 

     "The Gospel also ascribes to the Holy Spirit the 

creation and preservation of the Christian community, 

the church. Through this ócommunion of saints,ô which 

has been entrusted with the Word and the Sacraments, 

the Spirit creates faith and fellowship, and thus carries 

out Godôs purpose for humankind." The fruits of the 

Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self control 

(Galatians 5:22).*  

 

http://en.allexperts.com/
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Statements-of-Belief/The-Nicene-Creed.aspx
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In Word and Sacrament 
     For Luther the Spirit is the author of preaching the Gospel and, simultaneously, gift to humankind enclosed in 

the Word. He stressed both the Spirit as the creator of the new life and as indwelling witness. He professed that 

such things as "raising oneôs children, loving oneôs wife and obeying the magistrate are fruits of the Spirit."  

At the same time, Luther taught and ELCA Lutherans profess that, within the Church, the Spirit works through 

the Word and Sacraments, so ELCA Lutherans appreciate Word and the Sacraments as instruments of the Spirit 

which "feed" our faith. 

     "In binding the Spirit to the external means of Word and Sacrament, Luther did not deny the inner working of 

the Spirit. However, he did understand these to be safeguards against the excesses of subjectivism and 

emotionalism, a kind of romanticizing or ecstatic internalization of the Spirit. He disputed the (Reformation era) 

fanatics' right to appeal to special inspirations apart from revelation or Word and Sacrament ... and noted that the 

Spiritôs proper work is precisely a strengthening in faith."*  

     As Luther put it in his explanation to the third article of the Apostles' Creed, still professed by ELCA 

Lutherans: 

... the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and preserved 

me in true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth. ... In this 

Christian church he daily and abundantly forgives all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and on the last day he 

will raise me and all the dead, and will grant eternal life to me and to all who believe in Christ. This is most 

certainly true." 

     We pray, following the Words of Institution, as we prepare to receive the Lordôs Supper,  

 

"We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy 

Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and 

all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 

grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and 

be given our inheritance with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen." 

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p.109). 

                                                                                              
         

 

 

 
                                                                                                   

* Martin Lutherôs Theology, by Bernhard 

Lohse, trans. Roy A Harrisville, (Minneapolis, 

Minn.: Augsburg Fortress, 1999), pp. 237-238, 

including citation of Lutherôs lectures on 

Galatians. ** http://en.allexperts.com/  

 

Lori and Chuck Pollard Attend Synod Assembly 
     Our Synod Assembly representatives this year report their wonderful experience.  Their keynote speaker, Reverend 

Susan Briel, used the mission statement of the New England Synod to speak of the churchôs life, ñGodôs Abundant Life: 

Live It!ò   Life is Godôs business.   

     Lori and Chuck were able to participate in Godôs business first hand.   ñChuck and I have only experienced the ELCA 

through worship, now we understand how the church is a business as well.  We were a part of the voting process for 

resolutions on energy stewardship, prayer support of word and action of our Palestinian Christian Brothers and Sisters in 

the Holy Land and on immigration legislation and reform. We also participated in the election for new synod council 

members.  When I consider my votes, I am reminded that I must let God lead me in determining what causes are important, 

for my fellow human beings.  Since attending this assembly I am taking a more spiritual approach to my daily life.ò 

     Lori and Chuck enjoyed dining and socializing with fellow Lutherans.  Most memorable were their opportunities to 

worship with Bishop Margaret G. Payne and witness the ordination of Reverend William R Petersen.  Lori reports, ñI get 

goose bumps recalling the sounds of five hundred Lutheran voices lifted in praise to God!  My husband and I are blessed 

for having been Synod Assembly Representatives this year.  Thank you Clifton Lutheran Church for allowing us to 

represent you.ò 

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Statements-of-Belief/The-Apostles-Creed.aspx
http://en.allexperts.com/


 
     I woke up this morning, Thursday June 10, on my 

47th birthday, feeling very rested and at peace with the 

world.  I said a prayer of thanks to God for providing me 

with an awesome family and friends, for the ability to 

provide for my family, and for sending his one and only 

Son to our world so that we could be redeemed.  Now, 

this type of morning hasnôt always been the case for me 

throughout my life, and I think that the story of my faith 

journey might help to explain it. 

     I was born in Burlington Vermont in 1963 and Iôm 

pretty sure that I was baptized as a Roman Catholic at St. 

Josephôs Church in Grand Isle, Vermont, shortly 

thereafter.  My Christian foundation was developed by 

my Mom and her mother, as well as my great-

grandmother on my Dadôs side of the family.  I 

remember as a young boy going to Catechism and mass 

with the anticipation of becoming an altar boy like my 

uncles who lived just down the street.  I did become an 

altar boy and served in this role at St. Josephôs for six 

years until I was two inches taller than the priest!  I think 

that the reason I liked being an altar boy so much was 

that it gave me something to do during service and not 

just sit in the pews.  And with a Catholic summer camp 

on the island, we had masses almost seven days a week, 

I was a busy guy! 

     But as I became a teenager I followed along with my 

peers with going to church less and less.  Part of this 

may be that going to church was more of a process and 

ritual, and not really worship.  This is something that I 

mull in my head frequentlyéhow to teach people to 

listen to the Holy Spirit and learn to worship as an 

alternative to just following rituals.  It never seems easy 

but I pray daily for help on this. 

     I was married to my wonderful wife Katherine in the 

Clifton Lutheran Church in 1987.  We didnôt attend any 

church regularly but decided in 1993 to start a family 

and welcomed Jessica in 1993 and Christopher Fox in 

1996 to our enclave.   We were ñshoppingò for churches 

in 1996 and 1997 when my mother-in-law Joyce took 

Jessica to attend Lynda Frankôs music classes at the 

Clifton Lutheran on Monday nights.  One important 

night in my life was when Lynda called our house and 

asked if we were going to attend service on Sunday.  

Katherine asked ñWhy?ò and Lynda stated that she 

needed Jessica there; that Jessica was the musical ñstarò 

of her singing group of youngsters.  Truthfully we had 

never heard Jess sing a single note so this was a big 

surprise, but we owe it to Lynda for finding this talent in 

Jessica at a very early age.  Music and singing play a 

huge part of her life today and will continue to do so into 

the future. 

 

So we started attending Clifton Lutheran with our 

youngsters.  This sounds easy, but I can tell you right 

now that for the first year of going to our church I was 

very nervous.  It was almost as though I had a huge 

spotlight on my seat in the third rowé.I felt that 

everyone was looking at the ñnew guyò and of course 

this wasnôt true.  I also would get sweaty as though the 

devil himself was heating up my seat and feet. 

     So here I was, the uptight guy in seat 3B Right in our 

sanctuary every Sunday.  This went on and I eventually 

eased into this new relationship that I had with God.  I 

had always believed in God, considered myself 

religious, but had never opened the Bible on my own to 

read even one page!  But Stu, a co-worker of mine that I 

had known since 1985, heard of my church attendance 

and my lack of Bible study and offered me his copy of 

the daily Bible.  I would recommend this to anyone who 

hasnôt read the Bible.  It lets you read some New 

Testament, Old Testament, and Psalms, on a daily basis 

so that the whole Bible is covered in one year.  I didnôt 

get it done in one year but more like 18 to 20 months.  I 

can testify that this experience was truly wonderfuléit 

has opened up a whole bunch of new investigations on 

my part into Bible study and helps me really understand 

our Lutheran rituals better.  If you see me reading a book 

in seat 3B before or during service, Iôm usually opening 

up one of the two Bibles that are up there and taking in a 

few verses.  This is usually a random selection on my 

part, but sometimes it produces some answers to my 

issues and problems in daily life!!! 

     Stu also invited me to attend a weekly Bible study 

meeting during one lunch session each week.  We have a 

piece of scripture that we read and discuss.  There are 

usually four or five of us.   The first time I studied with 

these guys was on a technical exchange meeting in 

California.  A bunch of us engineers were going to the 

bar after dinner for more drinks but my friends Paul and 

Stu invited me up to one of their rooms for Bible study 

instead.  I was not a drinker, so I went with them but was 

very apprehensive about this event.  On that evening I 

learned to pray openly with my spoken word to our Lord 

and Savior.  It might have been easier if I was alone 

when I started doing this, but I quickly learned that there 

really is no wrong or right way to speak to God.  He 

gave us all tongues and minds, and enjoys it every time 

we use them to show Him our praise and love! 

     So to sum it all up, Iôm still on a journey of faith.  As 

Jesus told us, the path is narrow and we will make 

mistakes.  Folks looking in from the outside might think 

that I consider myself more spiritual than they are, but I 

follow the Bible because I know deep in my heart that I 

am a sinner and need to be reminded to follow the word 

of the Lord each and every day.  

 

 

My Faith Journey  
By Chris Prouty  



  
     The purpose of our wish list is to alert members of 

the congregation of items needed or projects to be 

completed. 

     There have been a number of occasions where an 

individual or family would like to contribute 

something special to the church, above and beyond 

their normal giving. This running list will be available 

to help members pick out something special. Items will 

be added upon approval from council and this Clifton 

Wish List will grow and shrink depending on the 

needs of the church. 

Å Replacement of basement windows, several 

have rotted out and can't be repaired. Phase 

approach, replace one window per year. 

Estimated Cost $1000.00 per window (in 

progress) 

Å Windows on North side of church (library, 

Pastorôs office) are leaking. Need to hire a 

company to remove caps and reseal. 

Estimated Cost $800 - $1000. 

Å Replace Sanctuary flooring. Cheapest method 

would be to carpet the entire space. Tiles are 

asbestos based, so covering is the best option. 

Estimated Cost $4000 -$6000 

Å New banquette tables for Kretzman Hall.               

Estimated $150 each (need 12) 

Å Advent Paraments. Estimate $1000 

Å Christmas Banners. Estimate $300 

Å Cushions for some of the pews in Sanctuary. 

Estimate $400 

Å Countertop for kitchenette in Library 

Å Rose plants for the parking lot fence 

 

In progress or completed in 2010 

V Installation of some of the basement windows 

V Lighting for the choir 

 

       

The Endowment Funds 
 

     Over the years Clifton has been richly blessed by 

many people making gifts to the church separate 

from their regular giving and pledges. These gifts 

came in the form of property, cash, insurance 

(Clifton named as one of the beneficiaries of a 

policy), stocks, bonds, etc. given during their life or 

through instructions contained 

in their wills.   

     Most recently we were the recipient of a 

generous bequest from the estate of Jeanie Patrick, 

which inspired and allowed us to set up the Mission 

Endowment Fund. A few years earlier Ralph 

Rundle donated stocks to Clifton Lutheran, a gift 

that enabled us to start the campaign to make our 

facility fully handicap accessible. These and other 

gifts became part of the endowment of our church 

and help to insure that we can proclaim the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ in this place for many years to 

come.  

     The Endowment Committee has been working 

diligently on reorganizing the endowment funds and 

will soon be presenting 

you with opportunities to support one or more of the 

funds in any way that might be attractive and 

possible to you. 

  

There are three endowment funds: 

  

1. The General Endowment Fund directly supports 

the current needs and operations of the ministry of 

Clifton Lutheran. 

  

2. The Mission Endowment Fund supports Christ-

centered missions and endeavors outside of Clifton 

Lutheran. 

  

3. The Stengel Fund supports the music ministry of 

Clifton Lutheran for the benefit of the congregation 

and for the wider community. 

  

     Thanks for your attention and for your faithful 

generosity in support of Clifton's ministry. More 

information is on the way. 

  

 

Pastor Dave 
  

From the Financial 

Secretary, Karin Ernst     

CLC Wish List for 2010 



REMINDERS:  

Worship Service at Clifton Lutheran Church begins 

each Sunday in the Sanctuary at 10 am. 

Pastor Franks may be reached in the church 

office Monday through Friday, 10am to 3pm  at 781 

631 4379 or  by  email at dlfranks1@earthlink.net.   

AA Meetings are held in the CLC Hall the second, 

third, and fourth Thursdays of the month from 7-

8pm. 

Weôre on Facebook. Check us out at 

www.facebook.com.  Type in Clifton Lutheran 

Church in the search area and click onto our page.    

 

Got Books?  Clifton Lutheran Church has a Got 

Books bin located conveniently in our parking lot.  

Drive your car in, drop off your books and drive on 

out.   Plus Got Books recycles all the books and 

either donates them or sells them at a discounted 

price at their used book store in Danvers at the 

Market Basket Plaza. 

 

Flowers:  Thanks to all who have sponsored 

flowers for the altar in memory or honor of a loved 

one.  When you make your payment, please 

remember to write flowers in the memo section of 

your check and deposit it in the wooden box at the 

rear of the Narthex.  Please do not put payment in 

the collection plate.  The cost is $20 for two vases. 

~ Thank you. 

Publicityé If you have church information that you 

would like to see publicized, please contact Joyce 

Lofmark, Publicity Chair at  

wlofmark@verizon.net. 

Let us Email your Newsletter to youé. Save a 

tree and send your email address to 

infoclc@verizon.net for an electronic copy of the 

newsletter.   

 
Deadline for Newsletter Items ..   
Please give all newsletter items to the church 

secretary via phone 781-631-4379 or email at 

infoclc@verizon.net.  The deadline for newsletter 

articles for the month of September is Tuesday 

August 24.   

  

Bill Finch      July 4 

Nora Walker   July 5 

Sam Walker     July 5 

Scott Walker    July 5 

Bill Walker      July 7 

Abigail Nye     July 9 

Amy Franks              July 13 

David Swenson  July 17 

Mitchell Gally   July 18 

Joe Walker   July 19 

Stan Vesely   July 20 

Lois Genis   July 25 

Sally Skinner  July 25 

Caitlin French  July 31    

 

August Birthdays      

    David Wilson  August 1 

    Christine Gally             August 10 

    Barbara Johnson             August 12 

    Barbara Janavaris August 19 

    Karen Pickell  August 19 

    Tonya Nye              August 22 

    Hazel Magistrelli             August 23 

    Katherine Slattery   August 24 

    Helen Brown  August 25 

    Jim Nye, Jr.  August 25 

    Melinda Wilson  August 31 

    Melanie Wilson  August 31 

 

     

Keith & Christine Gally             August 25 

Raymond & Stefanie Julien            August 27 

Bill & Mary Hall              August 28 

George & Nathalie Dearborn        August 16 

July  

Birthdays 

 August  

Anniversaries 

 

 

mailto:dlfranks1@earthlink.net
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:w.lofmark@comcast.net
mailto:infoclc@verizon.net
mailto:infoclc@verizon.net


Choir Room News  
by Vic Dal Pozzal, Director 
      

     Fatherôs Day, June 20, the Bell Choir of Clifton 

Lutheran Church played at the Nahant Village 

Church in response to Psalm 22 verse 22: ñI well 

declare your name to my people; in the midst of the 

assembly I will praise you.ò  

     NVC is affiliated with the United Church of 

Christ, a progressive denomination with roots in the 

founding of our nation. 

     The Nahant Village Church represents a Union 

of all Protestant churches in Nahant. The church 

invites all to share in their fellowship and worship, 

to make their church a home, and to call upon them 

for service. Their Call to Worship: ñRejoice, people 

of God! Celebrate the life within you, and Christôs 

presence in our midst!ò 

          Truly, the CLC Bell Choir rejoiced and felt 

Godôs presence in the faces of the assembly as they 

took inspiration from our angelic ringers who 

played with purpose and musicality.  For the greater 

glory of the Blessed Trinity the Choir played the 

following music: 

     The Introit:  Tallis Canon Thomas Tallis 

Bells,  Bonnie Magistrelli and Robin Callahan 

Keyboard,  Lynda Franks 

     Anthem:  Grazioso Arnold B. Sherman 

Offering:  Canon in D  Pachelbel arr. H.H. Hopson 

     The Organistôs Postlude: Fughette on Ein Feste 

Burgist unser Gott, aka A Mighty Fortress is Our 

God (Our tribute to the Lutheran Guests which I 

thought was very nice personal touch) 

     Members of the Bell Choir are:  Susan Agrisano, 

Robin Callahan, Dan Collins, V. Dal Pozzal , Nina 

Dal Pozzal, Lynda Franks, Marrit Hastings, Bonnie 

Magistrelli, Tim Slattery and Mike Wade.  
     Marrit Hastings, Bell ringer and member of the 

Nahant Village Church Congregation sent our Bell 

Choir many comments of praise and appreciation. 

CLC is proud.  Well Done ñRingersò! 

 

Summer Guest Artist Series Begins   

     The following Guest Artists will be offering  

music at CLC in the name of the Lord: 

June 27  Jim Smith  Lynn  

July 4    Alison Twiss-OôNeil Nahant 

July 11   Helen Loring  Medford 

July 18    Tom Edmonds  Beverly 

July 25  Nancy T. Berger Boston 

 

     The August Guest Artist Schedule is not 

finalized, but promises to be an eclectic offering.  

Enjoy the Summer Choirs! God Bless! 

 

 
The CLC Bell Choir at Nahant Village Church 

 

 

Learning Human Relations from  
Geese  ~   Part 5é (final part in 
series of 5)  
Contributed by George Dearborn taken from an 
article written by Charles Dickson for American 
Legion Magazine  
      

     Geese Fact No. 5:  When a goose gets sick, is 

wounded or is shot down, two geese drop out of 

formation and follow it down to earth to help and 

protect it.  They stay with their disabled companion 

until it is able to fly again or dies.  They then launch 

out on their own or catch up with the flock. 

     Human Lesson No. 5:   We too need to learn to 

care for others.  If a fellow employee or group 

member is going through some trying times or has 

simply been ñshot downò by some bad event in life, 

that may be the time for us to concentrate on the 

needs of that person.  When an organization begins 

to build a reputation for being a caring one, group 

loyalty increases immensely and success becomes 

more attainable. 

                                                               
 

     Geese teach lessons to humans! 
 

     é And so, like many other 

processes of nature, the behavior of 

geese serves to provide us with 

valuable guidelines for dealing 

with other people.   
 



 Change of the Office Guard 

 talents and services of Doreen 

Marquis who began working on Tuesday, June 15. 

Doreen comes to us from a longstanding 

background in administration in a variety of settings 

including religious offices.  Credentials include a 

B.S. degree in English Education from Florida State 

University and Paralegal Certification from North 

Shore Community College.  She has spent the last 4 

years as an At- Home-Mom with her husband and 

two children ages 4 and 17.  Stop by and say hello! 

Office hours remain the same: Tues, Wed, Fri: 9am-

12pm; Thurs: 10am-1pm.  You can easily reach 

Doreen by email at infoclc@verizon.net or by 

phoning the office 781 631 4379. 

 

President Updates Photo Records 

                                                
will soon be asking for you to pose, if he hasn't 

already. 

 

 

CLC Youth Members Awarded :  Nahant 

Christmas Parade Scholarship was awarded to 

David Wilson.  The scholarship is based on 

citizenship, community service and moving on to 

higher education. Melinda Wilson was awarded first 

prize for her outstanding musicianship in 

Swampscott High School Freshman Piano Lab 

Course.   

 

 

 

 

From the Property Chair,  
Teresa Collins 

 

Parsonage Cleaning Party Scheduled:  A 4-Hour 

Cleaning party of the Parsonage is scheduled for 

Monday, July 5, 2010 at a time to be determined.  

An initial Painting Party is scheduled for 

Wednesday July 7, 2010 from 9am- 6pm.   If paint 

work is incomplete at the end of the party, two 

more paint parties will follow on August 9 and 10.  

Sign Up Sheets are on the Bulletin Board at the 

front entrance.  

           
  

 
 

Special Congregational Meeting : 
There will be a special Congregational Meeting 

after worship on July 18 to review and, if needed, 

 approve parsonage maintenance expenses. 

 

 
 

 

Services and Jobs: 

Lawnmower Tune Ups:  Pete Calahan is 

available for tune-ups, blade sharpening and other 

maintenance on lawnmowers, snow blowers, weed-

whackers and other small engines. He can be 

contacted at petcal60@yahoo.com or 781 254-3388 

 

Bernina Design Workshop: Bernina Design 

Workshop at 30 Main Street, Topsfield, MA offers 

sewing machine repair, and classes in sewing, 

garment construction, and home decorating. Custom 

interior fabrication of soft furnishings for the home, 

like drapes and pillows and new Bernina sewing 

machines are also available for purchase. For more 

information contact Stefanie Julien, Owner at 978-

887-2009 or see website 

berninadesignworkshop.com. 
 

If you run a business or have a service you would 

like us to post here, please contact the church 

secretary at infoclc@verizon.net.   

We have a new Office 

Administrator. Even as we are 

thankful for the good work that 

Barbara Conlon performed, and 

wish her the best as she moves  

on, we are happy to have the  

Many thanks to our fine President 

and resident shutterbug, Jim 

Koehn, for volunteering to update 

the picture record of all members 

of CLC. He began last week and   

Volunteers Needed to mow the 

CLC Lawn.  Sign up sheet is on 

the Bulletin Board.  Thanks goes 

out to all our June Mowers:  Pete 

Ernst, Nick Dovidio, and Pastor 

Dave. 

mailto:infoclc@verizon.net
mailto:infoclc@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

            Baking Bread for First Communion 

What is Natural Church Development? 
     Natural Church Development is a powerful 

process for assessing the health strengths and 

weaknesses of your church, then developing and 

implementing an action plan for improving church 

health by removing limiting factors. Natural Church 

Development (NCD) has the greatest impact when 

it is approached as a long-term process for 

continuous improvement. 

     We will start having Temple Talks from our 

Natural Church Development (NCD) Health Team 

members - Joanne Evans, Robin Calahan, Chris 

Prouty and Jim Koehn. 

     Pastor Dave is also a member of the team, which 

is led by our coach, Pastor Anne Deneen.  The team 

has been meeting regularly since we took our first 

survey some time ago and numerous initiatives have 

been fielded. 

     In September we will do another survey to 

determine if we have made any progress on 

improving our low score on Passionate Spirituality. 

We thank Joanne for leading off on July 4! 

 

 

 

Ya d                          

 

 

 

 

Remember with prayers, calls, and 

cards or visits to those hospitalized: 
 

     The following folks are homebound or 

recovering from surgery: 

 

¶ Audrey Hufnagel (at home) 

¶ Nat Dearborn (at JRC in Swampscott),  

¶ Barbara Johnson (at Twin Oaks Nursing 

Home, Danvers) 

¶ Ray Julien (at home),  

¶ Doris Slattery (at home)  

¶ Terry Tucker, 1110 Renaissance Gardens, 

Brooksby Village, Peabody. 

 

     For addresses, see your directory or email 

infoclc@verizon.net. 

     If you would like to help CLC strengthen its 

ministry to members who are ill, confined or unable 

to drive, by serving as coordinator of the Member 

Support Team, please let Pastor Dave know.   

 

The CLC Yard (Basement) Sale held 

in June 2010 was a resounding success 

with almost $800 raised! Thanks to all 

who provided items, set up, manned 

the tables, and cleaned.  Special 

thanks to Karin Ernst for her always 

energetic and inspiring leadership.  To 

the right and below are many satisfied 

customers. 

   Yard Sale June 2010 

mailto:infoclc@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

                                                         
      

                                                        

    

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Presidentôs Deské            CLC:  The Little Church That Could!  
      

     Last week at lunch I broke a toothéoh NO!  I got an appointment with the dentist the next day who took 

a look and an x-ray.  He told me that he could ñsave the toothò and before I knew it, my mouth was numb 

with Novocain and the dentist was drilling out my tooth to fit it for my new Crown.  Ninety minutes later, 

still very much numb and a little overwhelmed, my final stop was with the Business Manager who presented 

me with a bill of about $1000 (thatôs after my insurance), payable IMMEDIATELY.  Thank goodness for 

plastic money.  My point is that all of us have bills and obligations that catch us by surprise.  And these are 

tough times.  My family and I have been very fortunate and God has blessed us richly. 

     The church too comes up with those unexpected expenses now and again.  We have a few of these 

expenses due as we enter the summer months; the repair of our concrete ramp, unexpected repairs and 

maintenance bills for our elevator, and the upkeep and maintenance on our property at 5 Hereford Rd.  CLC 

is a small family of believers who have been blessed with a generous and serving congregation.  Time and 

again you have stepped up to the plate and continued to give of your time, talent and treasures. 

     As we enter the summer season, please remember that God does not take a vacation from us.  Worship 

regularly wherever you and your family are.  And please remember to continue to support CLC by keeping 

your pledges up-to-date and volunteering your time and talents for upcoming projects.  There are plenty of 

opportunities for helping the church.  For example, there is a sign-up list for cutting the church grass and 

there are several open dates available.  The parsonage will be looking for a new family soon and we are 

already in the process of sprucing it up.  Teresa Collins and others have already spent a number of hours 

scraping, priming and painting the exterior of the building.  As the tenants move out in mid to late July, we 

will all have an opportunity to help clean, repair and paint both inside and outside the house.  Thereôs some 

gardening to do as well.   

     So, please volunteer if you are able and have some time over the next several weeks.  

We will be reminding people on Sundays and you might even get a friendly call from a 

Council member.  If you are unable to volunteer your time or talent, donôt forget you can 

help out by a donation to the general fund with your treasures.  Have a great summer and 

God Bless you all. 

           Jim 
 

Remember in Your Prayersé 
Walter Dickerson:  Friend of the Wades-fighting cancer  
Sharon Withers: Friend of the Maioõs ð surgery on June 30th                              
Kenneth Adler:  Sande Veselyõs Uncle hospitalized after a fall  
Audrey Bannan:  Barb Janavarisõ Aunt suffering from many health issues 
Nancy Carlson:  Friend of Karin Ernst suffering from leukemia 
Sharon Carlson: Bill & Pt Finchõs daughter-in-lawõs sister with brain tumor 
Norman Card:  Friend of Vic DalPozzal with multiple health issues 
Nathalie Dearborn: At JRC in Swampscott 
Josephone Gosselin:  Christine Gallyõs grandmother in a nursing home with many health issues 
Shirley Graver:  Friend of Joanne Evans recovering from a stroke 
Angie Herman:  Sandy Maioõs cousin ð pray for peace and comfort during life threatening illness  
Audrey Hufnagel:  Member at home 
Ray Julien:  MS and Parkinons at home 
Frances McCool:  Aunt of Barbara Janavaris with Breast Cancer 
The Moore Family :  Friends of Peter ErnstLaudis Pena:  Edwinõs grandmother ðfighting breast cancer 
Kevin Sinclair:  Friend of Vic DalPozzal struggling with depression 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Worship 
Ministers 
 

 

July 4   July 11  July 18  June 25  

 

Assistant 

Minister 
 

  

 Mike Wade 

 

Bill Walker    

 

 Garry Watzke 

 

 

Linda Watzke    

 

Communion 

Assistant 
 

  

 Carol Lloyd 

  

Pat Duly 

 

 Jim Rude   

  

Barb Janavaris 

 

Ushers 

  

Bill Finch 

Jim Koehn 

 

David Wilson 

Edwin Baez 
 

 

 Teresa Collins  

 Daniel Collins 

 

Ken Anderson 

Steve Duly  

 

Altar Guild 

 

 

 Mary Hall  

  

Pat Duly   

 

Nora Gergely     

  

Robin Rude 

 

Greeters 

  

 Sally Skinner  

  

Gally Family 

  

Theresa Byors 

Jennifer Byors 

 

 Joyce Lofmark   

 

Acolyte 

  

Sam Pickell 

Jake Pickell   

  

 Fox Prouty  

  

Drew Gally 

  

  Melinda Wilson 

August 
Worship 
Ministers 
 

August 1   August 8  August 15  August 22  August 29 

 

Assistant 

Minister 
 

  

 Ali Janavaris 

 

Linda Koehn    

 

 Susan Angrisano 

 

 

  Daniel Collins  

 

Joanne Evans 

 

Communion 

Assistant 
 

  

 Bill Finch 

  

Mary Hall 

 

Carol Lloyd    

  

Pat Duly 

 

 

Jim Rude 

 

Ushers 

  

Robin Calahan 

Robin Rude 

 

Chris Prouty 

Fox Prouty  
 

 

Bill Finch 

Jim Koehn   

  

 

 David Wilson 

 Edwin Baez 

 

Teresa Collins 

Daniel Collins 

 

Altar Guild 

 

 

Bonnie 

Magistrelli 

  

 Sally Skinner  

 

Karen Pickell     

 

Sande Vesely  

 

Susan 

Angrisano 

 

Greeters 

  

 Pat Finch  

  

Louise Wade 

  

Jim Rude 

Robin Rude 

 

Pat Duly    

 

Prouty Family 

 

Acolyte 

  

 Joe Walker  

  

 Sam Walker  

  

Melanie Wilson 

 

  

Abigail Nye 

Alyssa Nye  

 

Nora Walker 

 



  
 

Dear Members and Friends of Clifton Lutheran 

Church, 

      

     Many of you have never met me, but I am 

privileged to serve as your Natural Church 

Development Coach. For the last year-and-a-half, I 

have been working with your Health Team, and 

your pastor, as they developed a long-range plan to 

strengthen the life of the congregation in the area of 

Passionate Spirituality.  My name is Anne Deneen. I 

am the Pastor of a small lively ELCA church in 

nearby Gloucester, and I've enjoyed my work here 

at Clifton. 

     Natural Church Development is a tool to help 

understand our congregations, what we do well 

together, and areas where we might need to grow.  

Last year, about thirty of you participated in a 

survey of looking into various aspects of your life 

together. Pastor Dave has written about this already, 

as have some of the members of your Health Team, 

so I don't want to repeat what they've said. 

My role has been to walk alongside the Team as we 

brainstormed and planned a process that would help 

lift up passionate spirituality as an important area of 

our Christian faith.  

     What we've discovered in our conversations with 

Clifton members over the last year: most of us have 

sturdy lives of prayer, and a deep faith in our Lord 

Jesus; most of us feel deeply connected to God and 

to God's Word.  We hear amazing faith stories when 

we talk about them. But many of us don't talk about 

our life of prayer, or our relationship with Jesus.  

Passionate Spirituality, at least as we've come to 

understand it, is already a part of our lives; it's 

implicit in all we do, and often just under the 

surface. However, we needed to find ways to lift it 

up, to make it a little more visible and audible to 

each other.    

     To help make that happen, the Health Team 

began several new ventures, among them monthly 

columns in the newsletter called "Faith Journeys" 

written by members of Clifton Lutheran.  The 

Council expanded their devotional and visioning 

portion of their monthly meetings, which 

strengthened the faith and the relationships of 

Council members, and increased their sense of 

purpose.  Part of the learning during this year 

included reconnecting with our Lutheran heritage in 

a series that featured a biography of Luther, and a 

"Luther" movie night after potluck.  Studying 

together in small groups contributes to building 

mutual trust so that we can share our faith stories 

and our passion for God.  Pastor Dave led three 

excellent bible studies; often it's in small groups 

that we hear what our brothers and sisters are doing 

and thinking.  Another area of exploration involved 

Temple Talks about our spiritual lives, offered on 

Sundays, during the service.  Personal witness 

nearly always touches people's hearts, and opens us 

up to sharing our stories.   

     We've noticed some quiet transformations, but 

we are still working to raise awareness of this 

amazing, Spirit-led process of spiritual growth. In 

the future we hope to see and hear more about 

everyone's life in faith. We hope to create more 

opportunities for conversation and fellowship 

together, for listening and learning together. We'd 

like to continue to explore Christian 

spirituality through the use of novels or short 

stories, as we did with "The Shack." We're planning 

a prayer retreat for the Fall.   

     Part of what we'll do next is evaluate where we 

are now, and take another NCD survey in the fall. 

The results of that survey will help us plan for the 

next round of growth.   

     Perhaps you have ideas of ways to lift up 

passionate spirituality here at Clifton. The Health 

Team, Pastor Dave, and I would love to hear them.  

We'd love to hear your stories of faith, too, of the 

ways Jesus has touched your life, of the ways the 

Holy Spirit has guided you, of the ways the Gospel 

has comforted you.  One of the best parts of our 

work has been to support the spiritual life of 

Clifton, every day in prayer. One or more of us is 

always around to answer questions about what we're 

doing, to offer resources and encouragement, and to 

listen to your ideas. May God kindle your hearts in 

faith and love as we go forward together.  

 

Peace and all good things. 

Anne Deneen, NCD Coach.  

ald@jhu.edu 

also on Facebook 

From Your 

Natural 

Church 

Development 

Coaché 
Anne Deneen 

mailto:ald@jhu.edu
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The Congregation Council 

 

President       Jim Koehn 

Vice President       Steve Maio 

Secretary       Lori Dobson 

Treasurer       Sally Skinner 

Financial Secretary     Karin Ernst 

Education/Youth        Barbara Janavaris 

Member Relations      Tonya Nye 

                                    Lori Pollard 

Property                      Teresa Collins 

Publicity        Joyce Lofmark 

Social Service        Bonnie Magistrelli 

Stewardship        Sarah & Bill Walker 

Worship Team        Vic Dal Pozzal 

         Pr. Dave Franks 

         Linda Koehn 

Synod Assembly 

Delegates       Chuck & Lori Pollard 

       

          

Clifton Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-community congregation of people, gathered by God and nurtured in worship by Word and 

Sacrament, in order that each of us has the opportunity to grow in faith amidst the chances and changes of this life, belong and be valued, and 

serve among the hopes and hurts of our world 


