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£ ! From Pastor David Franks

This has always been a favorite. | especially apate it after our trip to the Holy Land where we
witnessed the deep devotion of the multitudeseatChristian sites, especially at Bethlehem where ou
Lord began life in a borrowed crib and at Jerusalmare he was laid in a borrowed tomb.

Here is a man who was born in an obscure villagechild of a peasant woman. He grew up in
another village. He worked in a carpenter shop ttdiwas thirty. Then for three years He was arerant
preacher.

He never owned a home. He never wroteok.béle never held an office. He never had a famie
never went to college. He never put His foot iesacbig city. He never traveled two hundred mitem the
place He was born. He never did one of the thihgsusually accompany greatness. He had no ciatent
but Himself. . .

While still a young man, the tide of popubg@inion turned against him. His friends ran aw&ne of
them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemiits went through the mockery of a trial. He was
nailed upon a cross between two thieves. Whilevlle dying His executioners gambled for the onlggie
of property He had on earth - His coat. When He dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave througlpittye
of a friend. Nineteen long centuries have comeguore, and today He is a centerpiece of the huea r
and leader of the column of progress.

| am far within the mark when | say thdttaé armies that ever marched, all the navieswleae ever
built, all the parliaments that ever sat, andladl kings that ever reigned, put together, haveafietted the
life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has tine solitary life.

{This essay was adapted from a sermon byabres Allan Francis in “The Real Jesus and Other
Sermons” © 1926 by the Judson Press of Philadelfbpa 123-124 titled “Arise Sir Knight!”).




Thanks to everyone who helped with «
Super Seniors 90 birthday service Noverr
8th; we honored: Doris Meredith, Prisci
Forbes; John Gergely, George Dearb
and Hazel Magistrelli

We have received an additional money fr
the Jean Patrick estate; the Council
make recommendations oow best to us
this money

The Stewardship committee reported thai
have received 28 pledges, 18 pled
increased from last year; if you have
submitted your pledge for 2010 please
so; this helps us create the 2010 bu

We will have the Hanging dhe Green:
service the 2nd Sunday of Advent, -
family program -Star of Love will be hel
on the 4th Sunday in Advent; we will al
implement small group gatherings dur
Advent and Lent watch for upcoming da
We are forming th&lominating Committe,
this committee looks at the open positis
on the Council and will speak with memb
that they thinkwould be a good match fi
the position; please consider serving
Council;the person going off will be hapj
to assist yowas you fulfill the positio; we
have 3 positions that will need to be fille
Stewardship, Secretary and Publi

We will bedecorating the sanctu: for
Advent and Christmas, Saturday Dec. 5t
10 am; if you can help for about an hou
would be appreciatt

If you have a childhat should be receivir
their First Holy Communion please spe
with Pastor; this celebration is being plani
for in the spring

Council voted to upgrade the electri
system in the parsonage; this is old fuse
type system and needs to be upgra we
also need to repair the large living ro
window since it is leaking; we will also ha
the annual oil burner maintenance w
done

We thank the Scouts for the good job dc
a fall cleanup around the chur

The Endowment Committee has b
working hardat coming up with thre
investment accounts: (1) Stengel Fi-
used for music for the congregation ¢
community; (2) General Fund used
necessary expenditures for the churct
Mission Fund used for Christian outree
programs. We thank the comme for their
dedication to this important wc

Gratitude Attitud
(Inspired by my beautiful wife arReader’s Digegt

Last Christmas, Linda was watching Oprah,

came away with a great idea for Mom’s Christr
gift, a Memory Box. The idea was simple. All
us were to think of something special to put irt
for Mom; a poem, a letter, a picture we’'d dra
somethingwe remembered about Mom. My sis
found a wonderful, decorative, wooden box.

Memory Box was a huge success and Mom love
Sadly, it was Mom’s last Christmas, which mi
the gift of memories even more special for thos



us who contributed to the Memory Box. | ended up
writing Mom a gratitude letter that we subsequently
used, in part, as a eulogy at her memorial seinice
September. | am a bit of a softie when it comes to
hiding my emotions. The letter was a wonderful
chance for me to reflect on memories of a woman
whom | deeply loved, respected and admired. | was
also able to follow-up the letter with a face tada
with her a week before she joined the Lord.

| am very grateful for so many things in my lifejtb
admit that my “gratitude attitude” can be very fiek

at best. Often times, it's not until | see thenpaf
others, that | realize just how many blessings that
God gives us on a daily basis. For me, one ouhce 0
worries can sometimes overshadow a pound of
life’s true blessings. One of my real-life blessng

a wonderful wife who exemplifies living a life of
gratitude. Her positive, faith-driven attitude and
example has helped me survive a handful of mid-
life crisis. She is a master of making “lemon®int
lemonade”. Besides being an avid viewer of
Oprah, Linda is a faithful reader of theeader’s
Digest This month, she earmarked an article by
David Hochman entitled “Life is better with a
gratitude attitude.*” He reminds us that gratituge
especially important when everything appears to be
lost. Finding something to appreciate can save us
from absolute despair. Celebrating life whilegt i
here is most important.

As Thanksgiving is just around the corner, we can
all benefit from “counting our blessings”. CLC has

been blessed with so many wonderful things over
the past year. Inspirational leadership from the
pulpit and from behind the piano and organ;

dedicated Sunday School teachers and an
abundance of musical talent from a small

congregation; lay leaders who give freely of their

time and talents; our “super seniors” who we

recently recognized for decades of faithful seryice

generous bequests from faithful members like Jean
Patrick who have joined the Church Triumphant;

and the caring, sharing, faith community that is

CLC.

May God continue to shine his blessings on us all
and provide us with an attitude so that we can be
good stewards of his blessings.

*Reader’s DigestNovember 2009, p. 163

| have had the pleasure of being a member of
Clifton Lutheran Church for almost 30 years. | have
held several positions on council over the years;
currently I am the council Secretary.

| grew up north of Pittsburgh PA. My faith journey
began in the Catholic Church. My mother came
from a devout Catholic family, her older brother
became a priest and he was a major part of our
family. My brothers and sister and | all attended
Catholic School and Mass every Sunday. My father
however, did not attend church on a regular basis.
Unfortunately when | was seven years old my
mother died, leaving our family with a huge void.
After being separated from my Dad for some time;
we were reunited and found out that my Dad was
about to remarry. My new Mom was a Lutheran.
My brothers and | started going to the Lutheran
church. This was a difficult transition at firstutb
one | stayed with for the rest of my life.

Bill and | were married in Bethel Lutheran church
in Pittsburgh. We moved to Massachusetts when
Bill went back to school and we bought a house in
Swampscott. Our children, Jessica and Bill were
baptized here at Clifton by Pastor Henkenmeir and
went on to be confirmed and benefited greatly from
the foundation of faith that they received. Theyhbo
currently live out-of-state but enjoy coming baok t
attend our church services.

| feel especially blessed by our church family here
at Clifton and feel we have a very special
congregation. From members like Tonya Nye who
so unselfishly donated her kidney, to Vic and our
choir, our active youth group, and everyone in-
between! This is a very extraordinary house of
worship. | am so thankful for Pastor Franks and
Lynda for their devotion and leadership.



It was a very sad part of my life when my mot
passed away, but looking back | believe it \
Gods’ plan so that | would embrace the Luthe
religion that has helped me become a g
Christian. God is good!

W21 ~We recently received the news tl
Rev. Norman Kretzmann, a legendar
pastor/leader in the history of CLBas passed frol
the Church Militanto the Church Triumphant. F
had been in very poor health for quite some 1
and hadseen over 90 years in the Lord's viney:
Eternal rest grant him, Lord and let light perpé
shine upon himWe have not received any word
memorial donatins. Expressions of sympathy
be sent to Mrs. Kretzmann 4800 W River Pkw
Apt 606
Minneapolis, MN 55406

~Our love and prayers are with the farr
and friends oflean Woodwho died on Wednesd:
night, November 18at Salem Hospital following
sharp decline in her fragile health

Thank you sc

much to all who had donated their "pocket char
for the Change for Change fundraideam happy tc
share that Clifton Lutheran Church has sent a c
for $101.34. After putting one coin ri@ine out of
order and gifting two bank staffgith pastries fron
Mozzicato Bakery the overall tally we 179,421
coins. $9,337 in change. $2,011 in paper. §
Thrivent match. Total = $12,038n behalf of A
Bunch of Guys, and the many hungry pecwho
will benefit from such generosity, THANK YO
VERY MUCH!!

... PastorFranks may b

most easily reached in the church offMonday
through Friday, 10am to 3pm (with sol

exceptions) and by use of the answering mact
Saturday and Mongaare usually his days o
Pastor may be reach by emai
difranks1@earthlink.neir by phoning the offic
781 631 4379 during his office hot

Church secretary office hours are Tues(
Wednesday and Friday, 9am to noon,
Thursdays 10am to 1pm. u can easily reach her
by email atinfoclc@verizon.ne or by phoning the
office 781 631 4379.
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The church office is more than happy to assist,v
and complete, church related projects that mern
bring in. We ask however, that you contact
secretary in advance to determine her availaltitit
work on your project. Since she has many prc
running simultaneouslyhat have time sensiti
deadlines, all projects must be coordinated into
schedule. Thank you for your consideration \
regard to this matter.

Please give all newsletter ItemsBarbara via
phone 781-631-4376r email al
infoclc@verizon.net The deadline for newslett
articles for the Month adanuary is Tuesday,
December 15

Thank you to all who have sponsored flowers
the altar in memory or honor of a loved one. W
you make your payment, please remembwwrite
flowers in the memo section of your check i
deposit it in the wooden box at the rear of
Narthex. Please do not put payment in
collection plate. The cost is $20 for two vase
Thank you.



Max Lucado's Hermie and Friends: A
Fruitcake Christmas

Max Lucado’s Hermie and Friends: A Fruitcake
Christmas is showing in a number of movie theaters
this holiday season. This cartoon is geared tosvard
preschool and young elementary aged children with
a Christian Christmas message.

Showings will be during the following four holiday
weekends:

November 28th and 29th
December 5th and 6th

December 12th and 13th
December 19th and 20th

There will be a Saturday morning special
performance and a Sunday matinee on each of the
weekends. Please call Showcase Cinemas Revere
for show times and ticket information.

Max Lucado’s brand new theatrical feature Hermie
- 3D Movie will be in theaters at the end of 2010.

In addition to this holiday event, there will bénet
Hermie and Friends promotional events building up
to the movie including an Easter release and
summer films. We hope you will support this
family event for young kids and their parents by
coming out to the theaters this holiday and
spreading the word to others in your church and in
your area.

Showcase Cinemas Revere

565 Squire Road
Revere, MA 02151

He % & &

Pete Calahan is a Massachusetts licensed, NORA

certified oil burner technician. A clean oil burnsr
an efficient oil burner and will save you money on
maintenance and oil consumption. It will also emit
less pollutants into the air. Pete will clean anodet
up your oil burner for $95.

He can be reached petcal60@yahoo.cormar 781
254 3388

Coffee Schedule for

November 22
November 30

December 6

December 13
December 20
December 27

2010
January 3,
January 10
January 17
January 24

January 31
February 7

February 14
February 21
February 28

March 7

March 14
March 21
March 28

December 2009 — August 2010

Watzke & Walker
Ernst & Nina Hall

Sunday School Kids
Prouty & Lofmark
Wade & Mary Hall
Skinner & Calahan

Vesely & Pickell
Pollard, Dovidio
Walker, Janavaris & Rude
Evans, Janavaris, Lloyd
& Maio

Julien, Slattery & Slepian
Watzke & Koehn

Ernst & Nina Hall

Nye & Gally

Fields & Dobson

Prouty & Lofmark

Wade & Mary Hall
Skinner & Calahan

Palm Sunday Brunch

April 4 —Easter Vesely & Pickell

April 11
April 18
April 25

May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30
June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27
July 4
July 11
July 18

July 25
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

Pollard & Dovidio
Walker, Janavaris & Rude
Evans, Janavaris, Lloyd
& Maio

Julien, Slattery & Slepian
Watzke & Koehn

Ernst & Nina Hall

Nye & Gally

Fields & Dobson

Prouty & Lofmark

Wade & Mary Hall
Skinner & Calahan
Vesley & Pickell
Pollard & Dovidio
Walker, Janavaris & Rude
Evans, Janavaris, Lloyd

& Maio

Nye & Gally
Julien, Slattery & Slepian
Watzke & Koehn

Ernst & Nina Hall

Fields & Dobson

Prouty & Lofmark



DecemberBirthdays

Fields, Michael December 2
Magistrelli, Mandi December 3
Evans, Joanne December 9
Slepian, David December 10
Lofmark, Joyce December 12
Nye, James Sr. December 12
Gergely, Nora December 17
Janavaris, Ali December 17
Hurd, Doug December 23
French, Brian December 27
Koplien, Nathaniel December 27
Pollard, Charles December 27

Anniversaries

\ Stan & Sande Vesely

| December 23

Grace Like Rain Coffee Hous:

Christmas Carol Sing Along
Friday December 12 7 -9:30PM

Children’s Christmas Craft Fair

December 120am - noon
We still need volunteers to staff! Sign up shee
the Bulletin Board.

by
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¢4 Save the date- Saturday, Dec.

5 at 10 AM Come help decorate the Sanctuar
prepare for thédanging of the Greens on Sday,
Dec. 6.

[T
Ty W .

Poinsettia Plants ?

The deadline to sign up fcpoinsettia plants is
Sunday, December 6. Choices are red or w
Signup sheet is on the bulletin board at the
door. Flowers will be delivereduring the day on
December 23and will be availablefor picked up
Christmas Eve.All payments must be received
no later than December 6Please drop your che
in the wooden box the narthex labelefor flower
payments. Thank you.

Faith: A Mother’s Story :

Solo performancey Olivia Woodford r-enacting
events women of the Bible experienced surroun
the First Christmas. Place: Nahant Village Chu
Date: Sunday December 13 at 2 p. m. Receptit
follow. Tickets $10 see Vic. Don’t miss thi
extraordinary event.




CLIFTON LUTHERAN CHURCH -

December 2009

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Boy Scouts Choir Bell Choir Decorate the
Meeting 7pm Rehearsal Rehearsal Sanctuary for
KH 7-9pm 6:30-pm Hanging of the
Music Room Greens 10am
AA 7-8pm KH
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sunday School
Confirmation 9am Choir Bell Choir Children’s
Oliver's Pond | Boy Scouts Rehearsal Rehearsal Christmas
Worship 10am Condo Bd Meeting 7pm | 7-9pm 6:30-pm Craft Fair
Hanging of the Greens 7:30 pm KH Music Room 9am — 12pm
2" Sunday of Advent
Troop 79 committee AA 7-8pm KH g;?:echlrli(setmas
meeting 7pm Carol Sing
Along
7 —9:30pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday School
Confirmation 9am Pack 79 Council Choir Bell Choir
Meeting 7pm | Meeting 7pm Rehearsal Rehearsal
Worship 10am KH 7-9pm 6:30pm
3 Sunday of Advent Music Room
Boy Scouts AA 7-8pm KH
meeting
7 pmKH
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Sunday School Boy Scouts Choir Christmas Eve | Christmas
Confirmation 9am Meeting 7pm Rehearsal Candlelight Day
KH 7-9pm Communion
Worship 10am Music Room Service 11pm
Star of Love Service
4™ Sunday of Advent
27 28 29 30 31
No Sunday School .
Confirmation 9am Boy Scouts Choir Salem Mission
Meeting 7pm | Rehearsal 5pm
KH 7-9pm
Worship 10am Music Room
Sanctuary




NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satday

Nov 29 Nov 30 1 1 3 4 5
10 am —

1% Sunday in Advent Decorate the

10:00 Worship Servicq Sanctuary for

Lighting of one candle Hanging of the
Greens

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:00 am

2" Sunday in Advent Christmas Craft

10:00 Worship Servicq Fair

Hanging of the Greens

Lighting of two candleg 7:00 p.m.
Grace Like
Rain
Coffee House
Christmas
Carol
Sing-Along
2009

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

3 Sunday in Advent

10:00 Worship Servicq

Lighting of three

candles

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

4" Sunday in Advent Christmas Eve Christmas

10.00 Worship Service Candlelight Day

Christmas Communion

Program/Star of Love Service 11pm

Lighting of four

candles

27 28 29 30 31




-

Kenneth Adler Sandy Vesely’s uncle hospitalized after a bad fall

Nancy Carlson Friend of Karin Ernst suffering from leukemia

Sharon Carlson Bill & Pat Finch’s daughter-in-law’s sister who has a brain
tumor

Kathleen Finch Daughter-in-law of Bill & Pat Finch who has pneumonia

Tom Ford Friend of Tonya Nye battling lung cancer

Josephine Gosselin Christine Gally’s grandmother in nursing home/health issues

Angie Herman Sandy Maio’s cousin — pray for peace and comfort during a
life threatening illness

Teddy Haughton Recovering at daughter Peg’s

Audrey Hufnagel Member at home

Ray Julien MS and Parkinson’s — at home

John Kazes Family friend of the Nye’s battling cancer

Joan Little Friend of Teddy Haughton who is recovering from throat
surgery

Frances McCool Aunt of Barbara Janavaris who is suffering from breast
cancer

James Nye, Sr Jim Nye’s Dad recovering from pneumonia

Robert Paulmann Sande Vesely’s cousin who is battling Sarcoma — a rare
form of cancer

Laudis Pena Edwin’s grandmother who is fighting breast cancer

Maureen Perreault Robin Calahan’s friend continuing treatment after surgery

Tyler Plotkin Son of co-worker of Steve Maio who is undergoing 8"
surgery for shunt malfunction

Heidi Welti Friend of Stefanie Julien who is fighting breast cancer

Remember with prayers, calls, cards or visits thoskospitalized
homebound or recovering from surgery:
Audrey Hufnagel (now at home) and Ray Julien.
If you need addresses see your directory or email
infoclc@verizon.net

We want to strengthen our ministry to our members viao are ill, confined or unable to
drive.
If you might be interested in serving as coordinatoof the Member Support Team
please let me know




Clifton Lutheran Church
150 Humphrey Street
Marblehead, MA 019 45

The Congregation Council

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Financial Secretary

Education/Youth
Member Relations

Property
Publicity
Social Service
Stewardship
Worship Team

Jim Koehn
Steve Maio
Mary Hall
Sally Skinner
Karin Ernst

Barbara Janavaris

Tonya Nye

Lori Pollard

Teresa Collins
TBD

Bonnie Magistrelli
Mike & Louise Wade

Vic Dal Pozzal
Pr. Dave Franks
Linda Koehn

DECEMBER 2009
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Clifton Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-commity congregation of people, gathered by God artuned in worship by Word and
Sacrament, in order that each of us has the opptyrtw grow in faith amidst the chances and charajehis life, belong and be valued, and
serve among the hopes and hurts of our world

December Worship Ministers

Dec. 6 Dec.13 Dec. 20 Dec. 24 Dec. 2|
Assistant Susan
Minister Linda Koehn Ali Janavaris | Angrisano Joanne Evans| Daniel Collins
Communion
Assistant Barb Janavaris| Bill Finch Mary Hall Carol Lloyd Pat Duly
Ushers Ken Anderson | Robin Calahan | Chris Prouty Bill Finch David Wilson
Steve Duly Robin Rude Nathan Koplien| Jim Koehn Edwin Baez
Fox Prouty
Altar Guild Sande Vesley | Susan Louise Wade | Mary Hall Pat Duly
Angrisano
Greeters Barb Janavaris| Matt Dovidio Maio Family Vesely Family | Mary Hall
Ali Janavaris | Nick Dovidio
Acolyte Sam Pickell Fox Prouty Drew Gally Melinda Joe Walker
Jake Pickell Wilson




