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From Pastor 
David Franks:

 

The Message is the 
Mission 
     
Many of us if we 
have worked in 
organizations of any 
size are familiar 
with the concept of 
a mission statement. 
Ideally, but 
certainly not 

always, the mission statement keeps the energies of 
the organization directed toward its main goal. My 
former employer, The United States Air Force, has 
this mission statement, “The mission of the United 
States Air Force is to fly, fight and win….in air, 
space and cyberspace.”  
 
That statement has the virtue of being brief, focused 
and memorable, easily recalled by the greenest 
airman or the most grizzled general. How does that 
compare to another mission statement, the one for 
Clifton Lutheran Church? Ours runs thus, “Clifton 
Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-community 
congregation of people, gathered by God and 
nurtured in worship by Word and by Sacrament, in 
order that each of us has the opportunity to: grow in 
faith amidst the chances and changes of this life, to 
belong and be valued, and serve among the hopes 
and hurts of our worlds.”  
 
This looks like a combination of an organization 
description and an organization mission statement 
and though it has some fine sentiments it is 
deficient in focus, brevity and memorability – so  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
much so that I recently offered $10 to any council 
member who could come close to repeating it (I 
certainly can’t). A mission statement which can’t be 
remembered might not be that useful. 
 
The Clifton Lutheran statement also omits any 
mention of the One who is the center of our life 
together and who is the clearest revelation of the 
God that our hearts all yearn for – Jesus. This seems 
to be a more serious flaw. One of the first and 
probably the most successful missionaries of all 
time, the Apostle Paul, must have had something 
like a mission statement. Perhaps some of it is 
visible in Philippians chapter three where after 
discussing all he had given up to follow Jesus he 
wrote, “1I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could 
know Christ personally, experience his resurrection 
power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the 
way with him to death itself.”  
 
Could Paul’s mission statement have looked like 
this: “To know Jesus Christ, to experience his 
resurrection power and to make Jesus and his power 
known to others?” If so it worked pretty well and 
besides, even I can remember that mission 
statement! 
 
In the next few months the Council will, among its 
many other duties and ministries, be praying and 
thinking about drafting a new mission statement for 
Clifton Lutheran with the goal of presenting it at the 
Congregational Meeting in 2012. It is not a closed 
process so we gladly accept all ideas and 
inspiration. There is a lot of faithful energy in 
Clifton Lutheran. Maybe a useful mission statement 
can help focus it so that it will bear the fruit that the 
Master of the Vineyard, Jesus, delights in. 
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Religious Education 
By Barb Janavaris, 

Christian Ed Director 
  
The first day of Sunday School will be Sunday, 
September 11th.  Sunday School teachers ask t
parents come for their child’s first class… to hear 
what your child will be learning during the 2011
2012 year.  We will meet at 9:00 downstairs in K 
Hall at our prayer circle. 
 
Parents will be able to register their child for 
Sunday School either online (registration form will 
be available online soon), or in person on the first 
day of Sunday School.    
 
We have chosen to use the 
“Seasons of the Spirit” 
Curriculum with all the 
elementary classes this year.   
It gives children a good 
understanding of the Gospel 
of the week.  This 
curriculum can be seen at www.seasonsonline.ca
Just click the tab that says “planning and overview.” 
 
Our goal is to have the following class group levels: 
Pre-K to K, grades 1 & 2 group, grades 3 & 4 
group, grades 5 & 6 group, the “7-up” group, and a 
first year Confirmation class.  We are developing a 
very thorough syllabus that will be followed for the 
12 month (3 semesters) Confirmation classes, and 
this will be covered with the Confirmation parents 
during the month of August.  Parents of 
Confirmation-age students will receive a thorough 
description of the 12 month process, to help them 
make the decision with their student.    
  
This year, we are hoping that 
parents will each volunteer to 
assist at least 3 Sunday 
School classes during the 
school year.  This will make 
the learning experience all 
the better for your child.   
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On your child’s registration form, you will be asked 
to choose dates that are convenient for you to help 
out for the hour of Sunday Sch
very much!  
  
 Important!  We are enthusiastically looking for 
additional Sunday School teachers!!!  We are 
thinking of having a model that involves 2 teachers 
for each class to share the year’s schedule.  This 
would mean teaching only part of the year; with 
plenty of flexibility because you would be sharing 
the class dates with another teacher, choosing the 
dates that are more convenient for each of you.  
This model will keep Sunday School fun and 
interesting for the children. 
 
Class-sharing was piloted last year with the 7
group, and worked extremely well.  The Seasons of 
the Spirit curriculum is very “teacher
can be viewed at www.seasonsonline.ca
great opportunity for parents to enjoy teaching their 
own child’s class if they wish, or any class.  It is 
also a great opportunity for anyone with a special 
passion for teaching to enjoy being a Sunday School 
teacher for only part of the year.   If yo
interested, please see Pastor Dave or Barb. 
 

Thank You!
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LAWN MOWING

It’s that time of year again! 
We have recently acquired a 
ride on lawn mower. 

 If you can help, please put your name on the sign
up sheet on the bulletin board.  ~ Thanks
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President’s Message by James Koehn 
 
For Such a Time as This 
 

“For if you remain silent at this time, relief 
and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish.  And who knows but that 
you have come to royal position for such a 
time as this?”  (Esther 4:14, NVI) 
 

The story of Esther is a wonderful example of how 
one woman’s faith, beauty, position, and talents, all 
came together to open up an opportunity for her to 
play a major role in the history of the Jewish 
people.  It’s a story that we all learned in Sunday 
school about a young and beautiful queen who 
breeched protocol and risked her own life to expose 
a villain within the king’s own court, and persuade 
the king to save her people from annihilation. It was 
her cousin Mordecai who challenges Esther to stick 
her neck out and address the king.  “And who knows 
but that you have come to royal position for such a 
time as this?” 
 
Have you come to a stage in your life where the 
Lord is “calling your name”?  Can you discern his 
calling?  Will you listen? Think about Esther and 
then yourself.  She had some real gifts and so do 
you.  We all have talents and we all lack some 
things that others may excel in.  Maybe your gifts 
are the ability to relate to and teach children; the gift 
of music; a gift with numbers and finance, or a love 
for puttering and fixing things around the house.   
 
At this month’s Church Council meeting, we began 
talking about succession planning within Council 
where a number of important and key opportunities 
will become open in 2012.  These include Vice 
President, Financial Secretary, and Property Chair.  
We also talked about the critical need that we will 
have in the Fall for Sunday School teachers. 
“Perhaps you have come to this place, to this 
moment, to these people, to this challenge, for just 
such a time as this.”  But will you listen and realize 
the reality of your situation.  Will you pray for 
guidance, plan carefully and put yourself in the 
hands of God?  Or will you fall back on the same 
old excuses; I’m too busy with the kids, with work; 

or they don’t really need me, someone else will step 
in and do it.  
 
Clifton Lutheran Church is a wonderful community 
of believers. We are all pieces of a puzzle in the 
body of Christ and working together we make a 
whole.  Please continue to be generous in sharing 
the gifts that God has given you: your time, talent 
and treasures.  And when someone from Council or 
a fellow member asks for your support, think about 
Esther, for just such a time as this. 

 
 
Bible Word Search: Esther 
 
All the words listed below are in the puzzle. Find 
each word and circle it. After you have found all the 
words, the remaining letters form a mystery word. 
 
  

 
Cousin, Crowns, Feasts, Haman, King, 
Messages, Palace, Plot, Pray, Throne, Vashti, 
Xerxes 
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IMPORTANT  
DATES & REMINDERS: 

Volunteers interested in serving Dinner on September 
29, 2011 or December 29, 2011 at the Lifebridge 
Homeless Shelter at 56 Margin Street Salem, MA may 
contact Sarah Walker at swalker6@msn.com. 

Worship Service at Clifton Lutheran Church begins 
each Sunday in the Sanctuary at 10 am. 

Pastor Franks may be reached in the church office 
Monday through Friday, 10am to 3pm at 781 631 4379 
or by email at dlfranks1@earthlink.net.      

AA Meetings are held in the CLC Hall Thursdays from 
7-8pm. 

Flowers:  Thanks to all who have sponsored flowers for 
the altar in memory or honor of a loved one. When you 
make your payment, please remember to write flowers in 
the memo section of your check and deposit it in the 
wooden box at the rear of the Narthex.  Please do not put 
payment in the collection plate.  The cost is $20 for two 
vases. ~ Thank you. 

Publicity… If you have church information that you 
would like to see publicized, please contact Joyce 
Lofmark, Publicity Chair at wlofmark@verizon.net. 

  
August & September 

Anniversaries 
 
 

George & Nathalie Dearborn  August 16 
Keith & Christine Gally   August 25 
Bill & Mary Hall   August 28 
Bill & Sarah Walker   September 9 
Jim & Tonya Nye   September 18 
Michael & Louise Wade  September 19 
Michael & Liesl Fields   September 29 
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Inspirational Quotes 

Do you have an inspirational quote that you would 
like to share? Submissions can be sent to 
infoclc@verizon.net or stop by the office and drop 
it off with the secretary. 

 

    

 

David Wilson    August 1 
Christine Gally   August 10 
Barbara Johnson   August 12 
Barbara Janavaris   August 19 
Karen Pickell    August 19 
Tonya Nye    August 22 
Hazel Magistrelli   August 23 
Katherine Slattery   August 24 
Helen Brown    August 25 
James Nye, Jr.    August 25 
Melinda Wilson   August 31 
Melanie Wilson   August 31 
Bonnie Magistrelli   September 1 
Carol Lloyd    September 5 
Holly Carver    September 5 
Tim Slattery, Sr.   September 10 
Louise Wade    September 10 
Doris Slattery    September 12 
Michael Wade    September 13 
Jessica Prouty    September 18 
Katherine Pollard   September 19 
Stephen Duly    September 20 
Ali French    September 20 
Priscilla Forbes   September 21 
Hannah Julien    September 28 
        

 
 
 
 

 
August & September 

Birthdays 



5 
 

Actually, that’s not in the Bible 

Written By John Blake, CNN - Submitted by Sandy 

Maio 

 
(CNN) – NFL legend Mike Ditka was giving a news 
conference one day after being fired as the coach of the 
Chicago Bears when he decided to quote the Bible. 

“Scripture tells you that all things shall pass,” a choked-
up Ditka said after leading his team to only five wins 
during the previous season.  “This, too, shall pass.” 

Ditka fumbled his biblical citation, though. The phrase 
“This, too, shall pass” doesn’t appear in the Bible. Ditka 
was quoting a phantom scripture that sounds like it 
belongs in the Bible, but look closer and it’s not there. 

Ditka’s biblical blunder is as common as preachers 
delivering long-winded public prayers. The Bible may 
be the most revered book in America, but it’s also one of 
the most misquoted. Politicians, motivational speakers, 
coaches - all types of people - quote passages that 
actually have no place in the Bible, religious scholars 
say. 

These phantom passages include: 

“God helps those who help themselves.” 

“Spare the rod, spoil the child.” 

And there is this often-cited paraphrase: Satan tempted 
Eve to eat the forbidden apple in the Garden of Eden. 

None of those passages appear in the Bible, and one is 
actually anti-biblical, scholars say. 

But people rarely challenge them because biblical 
ignorance is so pervasive that it even reaches groups of 
people who should know better, says Steve Bouma-
Prediger, a religious professor at Hope College, in 
Holland, Michigan. 

“In my college religion classes, I sometimes quote 2 
Hesitations 4:3 (‘There are no internal combustion 
engines in heaven’),” Bouma-Prediger says. “I wait to 
see if anyone realizes that there is no such book in the 
Bible and therefore no such verse. 

“Only a few catch on.” 

Few catch on because they don’t want to - people prefer 
knowing biblical passages that reinforce their pre-
existing beliefs, a Bible professor says. 

“Most people who profess a deep love of the Bible have 
never actually read the book,” says Rabbi Rami Shapiro, 
who once had to persuade a student in his Bible class at 
Middle Tennessee State University that the saying “this 
dog won’t hunt” doesn’t appear in the Book of Proverbs. 

“They have memorized parts of texts that they can string 
together to prove the biblical basis for whatever it is they 
believe in,” he says, “but they ignore the vast majority of 
the text." 

Phantom biblical passages work in mysterious ways 

Ignorance isn’t the only cause for phantom Bible verses. 
Confusion is another. Some of the most popular faux 
verses are pithy paraphrases of biblical concepts or bits 
of folk wisdom. 

Consider these two: 

“God works in mysterious ways.” 

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness.” 

Both sound as if they are taken from the Bible, but 
they’re not. The first is a paraphrase of a 19th century 
hymn by the English poet William Cowper (“God moves 
in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform). 

The “cleanliness” passage was coined by John Wesley, 
the 18th century evangelist who founded Methodism,  
says Thomas Kidd, a history professor at Baylor 
University in Texas. 

“No matter if John Wesley or someone else came up 
with a wise saying - if it sounds proverbish, people 
figure it must come from the Bible,” Kidd says. 

Our fondness for the short and tweet-worthy may also 
explain our fondness for phantom biblical phrases. The 
pseudo-verses function like theological tweets: They’re 
pithy summarizations of biblical concepts. 

“Spare the rod, spoil the child” falls into that category. 
It’s a popular verse - and painful for many kids. Could 
some enterprising kid avoid the rod by pointing out to 
his mother that it's not in the Bible? 

To read the full article you can visit the following 
website:  

http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2011/06/05/thats-not-in-
the-bible/?iref=NS1 
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Youth Works at Clifton 
by Bonnie Magistrelli 

 
You may have noticed that the flower beds around the 
parking lot have been weeded this summer. This 
formidable task was accomplished by the men and 
staff of the Integrated Clinical Solutions/ Seven Hills 
program with the assistance of Youth Works. (Robin 
Callahan joined us one week.) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Youth Works is a nationwide organization with 
headquarters in Minnesota. These youth groups from 
various Christian denominations earn money to cover 
their expenses. They travel to Massachusetts (and other 
destinations) sleep on the floor and slave for one week in 
the heat and rain to serve in community-directed 
missions. 
 
 Seven Hills is the agency which serves Kevin, Andy, 
Cochise and Jacob as well as many others whose names 
may not be as familiar to the Clifton family. A part of 
the program of ICS/Seven Hills, has been to assist these 
men in their appreciation of the community at large 
and has encouraged them to give back to the community 
where they are able. As a result they decided that they 
would like to pull weeds in the parking lot flower beds 
this summer. 
 
 To accomplish this task we invited our Youth Works 
volunteers to assist us. Every summer the ICS/ Seven 
Hills program is blessed to have the young people from 
Youth Works join us as a part of our 
summer program. We have had young people 
and chaperones, from almost every state this side of the 
Rocky Mountains including Nebraska, Florida and 
Texas. 
 
One day a week we have travelled to Clifton and pulled 
weeds, laughed and learned about one another as we 
shared our stories. Twice we have hosted groups from 
ELCA congregations. The first time we had a second 
career seminary student- a man in his 50's eager to view 
our sanctuary. The first week in August we had a 
congregation from Holman, Wisconsin, a bedroom 
community of LaCrosse.  (Naturally I love Wisconsin 
congregations) 

 
As I brought the Pastor, who was accompanying the 
young people for this mission week, into Clifton to meet 
Pastor Franks, she stopped me and drew my attention to 
the bulletin board where there is a beautiful pastoral 
picture of a rural setting with a rainbow faintly visible. 
This picture is the backdrop for the letter from the ELCA 
office thanking Clifton Lutheran for our mission 
contribution. She (yes, she is Pastor Jean Paglioro- an 
Italian Pastor in a Norwegian setting) stated "my 
husband took that picture. He took it from our outdoor 
worship area after a thunder storm."She then went on to 
tell Pastor Franks and myself that the picture was the one 
used for the 2010-11 Annual Report sent out by the 
Synod. The picture was one included in a report done  
by the congregation she serves, Halfway Creek Lutheran 
Church, Holman Wisconsin. What a blessing to see the 
connection within the church community. 
 
Working with these interesting Christian young people 
and their adult leaders I am always humbled, impressed 
and grateful to meet so many young people who are not 
afraid to speak of Jesus as their Savior. As they work in 
the Lynn community they are a true blessing to those 
they minister to. As each group of young people has left 
they have expressed thanks that they were able to help 
our men do a service for a local congregation. 
 
It is our hope that next year, with our Youth Works 
program, we can take this parking lot project further by 
planting flowers to enhance the lilies already blooming. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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Serving in Worship August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28 

Pastor Dave Franks Dave Franks Dave Franks Dave Franks 
Music Director Vic Dal Pozzal Vic Dal Pozzal Vic Dal Pozzal Vic Dal Pozzal 
Assistant Minister Joanne Evans Susan Angrisano Bill Walker Mike Wade 

Communion Asst. Bill Finch Pat Duly Jim Rude Barbara Janavaris 
Ushers Chris Prouty 

Fox Prouty 
Sam Pickell 
Joe Turcotte 

Jim Nye 
Abigail Nye 

Jim Koehn 
Pete Ernst 

Altar Guild Karen Pickell Sally Skinner Susan Angrisano Louise Wade 

Greeter  Louise Wade Prouty Family Barbara Janavaris Robin Calahan 
Acolyte Sam Pickell Fox Prouty Rachel Slepian  Jake Pickell 

August 2011 CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY       MONDAY   TUESDAY   WED              THURSDAY         FRIDAY             SAT 
 

 1 2 3 4 
 
7pm AA 

5 6 

7 
10am  
Worship 

8 9 10 11 
 
7pm AA 

12 13 

14 
10am  
Worship 
Full Worship 
Committee 
Meeting 

15 
 

16 
 
7:30pm Council 

17 18 
 
7pm AA 

19 20 

21 
10am  
Worship 
 
CLC Picnic 
Devereux 
Beach 

22 23 24 25 
 
7pm AA 

26 27 

28 
10am  
Worship 

29 30 31    
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Serving in Worship September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25 
Pastor Dave Franks Dave Franks Dave Franks Dave Franks 
Music Director Vic Dal Pozzal Vic Dal Pozzal Vic Dal Pozzal Vic Dal Pozzal 
Assistant Minister Garry Watzke Linda Watzke Linda Koehn Susan Angrisano 
Communion Asst. Mary Hall Bill Finch Carol Lloyd Pat Duly 
Ushers Bill Finch 

Dan Smith 
Robin Rude 
Ted Quinn 

Ken Anderson 
Steve Duly 

Robin Calahan 
Robin Rude 

Altar Guild Mary Hall Pat Duly Nora Gergely Robin Rude 
Greeter Matt Dovidio Maio Family Koehn Family Rude Family 
Acolyte Melina Wilson Fox Prouty Drew Gally Melanie Wilson 

September 2011 CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY       MONDAY   TUESDAY   WED              THURSDAY         FRIDAY             SAT 
 
    1 

 
7pm AA 

2 3 

4 
10am  
Worship 

5 
Labor Day 

6 
 
7pm -  Boy Scouts 
7pm - Choir 

7 8 
 
7pm AA 

9 10 

11 
9am  
Sunday 
School 
 
10am  
Worship 

12 13 
 
7pm -  Boy Scouts 
7pm - Choir 

14 15 
 
7pm AA 

16 17 

18 
9am  
Sunday 
School 
 
10am  
Worship 

19 20 
 
7pm -  Boy Scouts 
7pm - Choir 

21 22 
 
7pm AA 

23 24 

25 
9am  
Sunday 
School 
 
10am  
Worship 

26 27 
 
7pm -  Boy Scouts 
7pm - Choir 

28 29 
Serving Dinner 
Lifebridge 
 
7pm AA 

30  
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Henry Keresey Lung Cancer – Theresa’s (secretary) grandfather.  

Janna Franks Recovering from brain surgery. 

Pam Franks Orthopedic Surgery. 

Cheryl Cox Lori Pollard’s sister recovering from a fractured back 
and knee replacement surgery. 

Susan Rowley Jim Rude’s niece-fighting recurring cancer.  

Norman Card Friend of Vic DalPozzal with multiple health issues. 
Nathalie Dearborn At JRC in Swampscott. 
Les Gwyn-Wllliams,  Friend of Joanne Evans recovering from injuries 

following a plane crash. 
Ray Julien MS and Parkinson’s. 
Angie Friday Sandy Maio’s cousin- battling serious illness. 
Cole Lundquist Fighting cancer. 
Michael Carnevale Friend of Sande Vesely serving overseas with the U.S. 

Marines. 
Andy Colby  Friend of Jim Nye- illness. 
Deloris  Shambaugh  
 

Friend of Joanne Evans- undergoing chemotherapy 
treatments for carcinoid tumors. 

Doris Slattery Recovering from neck injury at home. 

Tricia Sheehy Severns  Friend of Karin Ernst - diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Judy Sheehy Friend of Karin Ernst - ongoing health issues 

John Baumann  Friend of Bonnie Magistrelli, undergoing radiation 
therapy. 

�
 

Contact the church office at (781) 631 4379 to add or delete names from this list.   
Please help us keep it current. Thanks. 
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Clifton Lutheran Church                
150 Humphrey Street 
Marblehead, MA 019 45 
 
                                  

 
 

August & 
September 2011  

        
       
     ..  
                                                                                            

� �

The Congregation Council 
 
President       Jim Koehn 
Vice President       Steve Maio 
Secretary       Lori Dobson 
Treasurer       Nina Dal Pozzal 
Financial Secretary     Karin Ernst 
Education/Youth        Barbara Janavaris 
Member Relations      Tonya Nye 
                                    Lori Pollard 
Property                      Teresa Collins 
Publicity        Joyce Lofmark 
Social Service        Bonnie Magistrelli 
Stewardship        Sarah & Bill Walker 
Worship Team        Vic Dal Pozzal 
         Pr. Dave Franks 
         Linda Koehn 
Synod Assembly 
Delegates        
 

Clifton Lutheran Church is a welcoming, multi-community congregation of people, gathered by God and nurtured in worship by Word and Sacrament, in order that each of 
us has the opportunity to grow in faith amidst the chances and changes of this life, belong and be valued, and serve among the hopes and hurts of our world 
 


